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The level 1 projects are funded by the NHS Purchasing and 

Supply Agency and work on these commenced in mid 

2008/09.The level 2 projects will be run over a three year 

period and require significant additional funding for which 

a business case has been presented to the Department of 

Health (October 2008).

NHS Procurement data standards
The key building blocks of common data standards for NHS 

commercial and procurement processes are coding systems 

that enable the unique identification of suppliers and 

products and a classification system to enable the analysis of 

expenditure. The NHS standards are:

Supplier codes
Duns numbers from Dunn & Bradstreet are 

the NHS standards for supplier codes. Duns 

numbers are available free of charge for all 

legal entities. The NPEP programme has 

provided a web portal to enable suppliers 

and the NHS to identify Duns numbers.

Product and location codes
GS1 GTINs (Global Trade Item Numbers) are 

the NHS standard for products and GLNs for 

the identification of locations. 

Classification
The NHS standard for classification is NHS-

eClass. This classification system is owned 

by the NHS and is mapped to several other 

classification systems to ensure that NHS- 

eClass can provide an effective analysis of 

expenditure.

NHS Procurement eEnablement  
Delivery Group 
The NHS Procurement eEnablement Programme is owned 

by the NHS Procurement eEnablement Delivery Group 

(NPEDG), the NHS stakeholder group for procurement 

eEnablement, which was formed in late 2006. Membership 

of NPEDG is drawn from organisations across the NHS and 

includes representatives from the home countries. The 

current Chair of the group is Chris Slater, Head of Supplies 

from Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust.

In June 2007 NPEDG published a strategy for procurement 

eEnablement in the NHS within ministerial sponsorship  

and the NHS Procurement eEnablement Programme 

implements this.

For further information visit www.pasa.nhs.uk or contact 

eenablement@nhs.net.
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