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New guideline enables safer delivery control process for plasma derivatives 
Providing guidance on how to bar code plasma derivatives  

to improve patient safety and increase supply chain efficiency 
 
Contact: 
- Jan Denecker, Marketing Manager, GS1, jan.denecker@gs1.org 
- Paul Ashford, Executive Director, ICCBBA, paul.ashford@iccbba.org  
 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM and REDLANDS, CA, USA, 15 September 2010 – GS1 and ICCBBA 
have announced today that they have published the Implementation Guide for bar coding of 
plasma derivatives. 
 
“To ensure a safe and efficient delivery control process for plasma derivatives, we need to be able to 
ensure traceability ‘from vein to vein’ effectively,” said Feargal Mc Groarty, Project Manager, 
National Centre for Hereditary Coagulation Disorders, St James Hospital, Ireland, and co-chair of the 
GS1 Global Standards Management Process (GSMP) working group for plasma derivatives, “Today, 
this is difficult to achieve: plasma derivatives, and recombinant products, are sometimes not bar 
coded, and if they are, the bar codes are not uniform. This means that users need to manually input 
information in their systems or that they have to re-label the package with a bar code. Both options 
are not only inefficient, they also result in an additional source of errors and may impact patient 
safety.” 
 
“Global standards allow the uniform bar coding of plasma derivatives and the unambiguous 
identification across the supply chain,” said Philippe Majois, Packaging Technology Development 
Manager, Baxter Healthcare Corp., and co-chair of the GSMP working group, “This new guideline 
provides guidance to all stakeholders on how to implement this at the various packaging levels of 
plasma derivatives, and also clearly defines where to use GS1 Standards (plasma derivatives) and 
the ISBT 128 Standard (blood and blood components).” 
 
“This guideline is important for hospitals and blood banks to ensure future-proof investments in the 
necessary hardware and software,” added McGroarty, “IT systems that support the GS1 Standards 
and the ISBT 128 Standard will allow users to unambiguously identify plasma derivatives and blood 
(components).”  
 
“Together ICCBBA and GS1 have worked closely with the user community to develop this guideline”, 
added Paul Ashford, Executive Director, ICCBBA, “Our standards organisations started collaborating 
in 2007 to ensure that our standards are compatible - this guideline is an important milestone for the 
sector-wide implementation of automatic identification technologies to ensure safe and efficient 
supply to the Point-of-Care.”  
 
“We started our work in June last year, and over 40 stakeholders from the user communities of 
ICCBBA and GS1 have contributed to the development of this guideline”, said Chris Adcock, 
President Industry Engagement, GS1 Global Office, “This is a remarkable achievement and we 
thank all working group members for their time and dedication. The sector now has clear guidance 
on how to consistently manage product identification of plasma derivatives.”   
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Bar Coding Plasma Derivatives Implementation Guide 
(www.gs1.org/sites/default/files/docs/barcodes/BD_Implementation_Guide_v1_0_24_aug_2010.pdf)  
Main guidelines: 

- Plasma derivative primary package (used at the Point-of-Care): GS1 bar code including a 
Global Trade Item Number (GTIN) and product attributes (lot number, expiry date, …) 

- Plasma derivative secondary package: GS1 bar code including a GTIN, product attributes 
(lot number, expiry date, …) and serial number (where applicable) 

- For reference - Blood and blood components primary package: ISBT 128  
 

NOTES FOR EDITORS: 
 
About GS1 and GS1 Healthcare 
GS1 is a neutral, not-for-profit organisation dedicated to the design and implementation of global 
standards and solutions to improve the efficiency and visibility in supply chains. GS1 is driven by more 
than a million companies, who execute more than six billion transactions a day with the GS1 System of 
Standards. GS1 is truly global, with Member Organisations in over 100 countries, with the Global Office in 
Brussels, Belgium. 
GS1 Healthcare is a global, voluntary Healthcare user group developing global standards for the 
Healthcare supply chain and advancing global harmonisation.  
For more information visit: www.gs1.org/healthcare     
 
About ICCBBA 
ICCBBA is a not-for-profit information standards body committed to enhancing safety for patients through 
standardisation. ICCBBA was established in 1995 by the International Society for Blood Transfusion 
(ISBT) in order to manage ISBT 128, a new global information standard for blood transfusion. In 2000 the 
scope of the ISBT 128 standard was extended to include cellular therapy and tissue transplantation 
products.  
ISBT 128 provides a globally unique donation identification number, internationally agreed product codes, 
and a range of data structures for encoding critical specialist information. 
ICCBBA has its Head Office in Redlands, CA, USA. The Board of Directors comprises experts in the 
fields of transfusion and transplantation from around the world. ICCBBA supports a network of 
international technical advisory groups that ensure the ongoing development of the standard to meet the 
needs of these rapidly advancing fields. 
For more information visit: www.iccbba.org  
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