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Project Background

Project Background:

• Globalization of international production and trade 

• Flow of goods and flow of information

• UCR Recommendation

• SSCC is compliant to ISO/IEC 15459

• SSCC – international standard, widely used by trade
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The Project Objectives

The project aimed to demonstrate the use of SSCC as UCR for 
Customs Purposes as the unique identification code for…

• Audit
• Consignment tracking
• Information consolidation
• Reconciliation purposes

• Post transaction (import and export) assurance of UCR
• Prove and test the benefits of the SSCC as UCR used by 

the participants in the supply chain

High level proof of concept
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Project Scope
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• Wine and Spirits supply chain between 
the UK and Australia

• Timeline: Mar 06 – Jun 07
• No changes to current IT systems 
• Dispatch of shipments - one month 
• Post transaction checks of Customs 

Authorities
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Phase: Hardy's - Constellation –
transportation of bulk wine 

HARDY'S sends SSCC-UCR to 
ACS as Export Cargo Declaration 

TOD entered SSCC on Shipment 
Tracker software, progress 

communicated to Constellation 

CONSTELLATION receives 
SSCC when shipment is 

dispatched 
SSCC linked to PO

SSCC of incoming shipment are 
recorded to initial PO in internal 

database 
HMRC completes post-importation 

checks run on commercial and 
transport documentation 

As a GS1 subscriber, HARDY'S 
generate an SSCC for their 

ready-to-export flexitank of bulk 
wine.

SSCC on commercial and 
transport docs

TOD Shipping Agent (UK) submits SSCC-UCR in SAD to HM Revenue & 
Customs on arrival of the shipment

HMRC verifies received electronically information with details on arrival 

HARDY'S informs TOD/FLS Shipping 
Agent (Australia) of the shipment, 

SSCC-UCR in Forwarding Instructions 
FLS Australia informs TOD UK.
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Project Findings 

The project met most of its stated objectives and 
showed that the SSCC can be used as a UCR 
number for Customs purposes

• Companies successfully proved a concept that single 
reference - SSCC can be used as a UCR number by all 
participants of the international supply chains;

• For the purpose of the pilot, the use of SSCC - UCR could 
be performed without altering existing internal systems 
and in addition to the current proprietary identification 
solutions; 

• The successful integration of the UCR into future 
information flows requires business re-engineering activity 
for all stakeholders/supply chain parties;
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Project Findings

• Linking transport and commercial information via the 
SSCC can provide companies with enhanced traceability 
over international supply chains;

• If the global standard accepted to be used by all 
participants of the international supply chain: exporters, 
logistics service providers, carriers, customs agencies, 
importers and other parties would benefit from the use of 
the same reference numbers in terms of:

• predictability of information 

• enhanced security

• reduced compliance costs.
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Project Findings 

• Full Project Report is available on the 
WCO and GS1 dedicated websites 

• Information brochure on SSCC - UCR 
Project was introduced at WCO 2007 
IT Conference 

• WCO decision to reconvene the UCR 
Correspondence Group 

• SSCC - naming convention

• Project Findings: Customs Perspective 
– Vivian O’Horo



©2007 GS1	


Contact details

GS1 Global Office
D. +32 (2) 788 78 00

F. +32 (2) 788 78 99

W. www.gs1.org


