GDSN “COMMUNICATION KIT” TEMPLATE FOR:
RETAILERS


Dear Retailer,

[bookmark: _GoBack]An update to the GS1 Global Data Synchronisation Network (GDSN) Standard, GDSN Major Release 3, will occur in May of 2016. This update will provide users of the Global Data Synchronisation Network benefits like increased speed and greater flexibility in sharing product data with trading partners. The update, GDSN Major Release 3, is not backwards compatible. Once it is active, GDSN users that have not prepared systems to work with GDSN Major Release 3 will not only miss the benefits, they will be unable to share product data, as they once did, with your organization or other trading partners.

As we want your entire retail community to be ready and fully informed to benefit from the advantages of GDSN Major Release 3, GS1 has provided a customisible “letter” to help you easily increase awareness among your retail trading partners in order to be ready for the update.

To use the communication kit:

1. Copy and paste the “letter” text to another source so you may make edits.
2. Customise the letter by adding your name, logo and the intended recipient in the designated parts of the text.
3. Either keep the default message text or choose to customise the text if you wish to tailor your message. Either way, please remove the box around the text before sending.
4. Also make sure any note or directional text (in red) in the message has either been replaced by customised text or completely removed before sending.
5. Send via email or print to send as a letter to your intended audience.







MESSAGE TEMPLATE FOR RETAILERS TO SEND TO THEIR TRADING PARTNERS

Are you ready for the launch of Global Data Synchronisation Network (GDSN) Major Release 3?

Dear [INSERT TRADING PARTNER NAME OR COMPANY NAME HERE],

[INSERT YOUR COMPANY’S NAME HERE]’s team has been working to prepare for the launch of GDSN (Global Data Synchronisation Network) Major Release 3 in May of 2016. Are you, ready?

We believe this update will set the foundation for the future of commerce. Once in place, this latest update to the GDSN Standard, GDSN Major Release 3.1, will offer new features and greater flexibility for us and our partners in sharing product data and improving product data management. It will enable all of us to share richer and more accurate product information with today’s data-hungry consumers and improve their experience by helping them make better purchasing decisions. It will also enable our community to support regulatory requirements from governmental bodies like the EU and FDA. Also, as apps are becoming part of the retail experience, GDSN Major Release 3 will allow retail app developers to use the freshest, trusted data for a better shopping experience.

It is critical that ALL of you be ready to share information using the new standard. GDSN Major Release 3.1 is not backwards compatible. This means any partner unable to upgrade before the launch date will no longer be able to share data through GDSN. If this applies to you, it may severely impact your ability to conduct business with our company as well as other trading partners that you may share data with.

[NOTE: RETAILER CAN KEEP THE COPY WITH THE BOXED SPACE OR SWAP OUT TO INSERT A CUSTOM MESSAGE]

	As over 80% of trading partners rely on their data pool to support their GDSN activities, you may already be prepared for the GDSN Major Release 3. Please contact your data pool to confirm.

If your company operates GDSN though a machine-to-machine connection or you are sure you manage your GDSN infrastructure internally, please consult with the team responsible for GDSN and your data pool to ensure you are on schedule for a successful migration to GDSN Major Release 3. You can find additional migration resources at GS1’s GDSN Major Release 3 website [URL].



The May 2016 rollout will be here before you know it. Are you ready? We look forward to working with your business in leveraging the power of GDSN Major Release 3. 

Regards,

[INSERT NAME OF MESSAGE SENDER AND TITLE HERE] 






















GDSN “COMMUNICATION KIT” TEMPLATE FOR:
TRADE ASSOCIATIONS


Dear Trade Association,

An update to the GS1 Global Data Synchronisation Network (GDSN) Standard, GDSN Major Release 3, will occur in May of 2016. This update will provide your members that use the Global Data Synchronisation Network benefits like increased speed and greater flexibility in sharing product data with trading partners. The update, GDSN Major Release 3, is not backwards compatible. Once it is active, any of your members using GDSN and have not prepared their system to work with GDSN Major Release 3 will not only miss the benefits, they will be unable to share product data, as they once did, with their trading partners or others in the GDSN community.

As we want your membership to be ready and fully informed to benefit from the advantages of GDSN Major Release 3, GS1 has provided a customisible “communication letter” to help you easily increase awareness among your members for the need to be ready for the update.

To use the communication kit:

1. 1Copy and paste the “letter” text  to another source so you may make edits.
2. Customise the letter by adding your name, logo and the intended recipient in the designated parts of the text.
3. Either keep the default message text or choose to customise the text if you wish to tailor your message. Either way, please remove the box around the text before sending.
4. Also make sure any note or directional text (in red) in the message has either been replaced by customised text or completely removed before sending.
5. Send via email or print to send as a letter to your intended audience.






MESSAGE TEMPLATE FOR TRADE ASSOCIATIONS TO GIVE TO MEMBERS:

Are you ready for the launch of Global Data Synchronisation Network (GDSN) Major Release 3?

Dear [INSERT ASSOCIATION MEMBER NAME OR COMPANY HERE],

The latest update to the GDSN (Global Data Synchronisation Network) Standard, GDSN Major Release 3.1, will launch in May of 2016. Are you ready? Not only will this update set the foundation for the future of commerce, it will bring an array of new features, greater flexibility and improved product data management to our members who use GDSN for sharing product data. It will enable you to share richer and more accurate product information with today’s data-hungry consumers and greatly improve their experience by helping them make better purchasing decisions. It will also enable our member community to support regulatory requirements from governmental bodies like the EU and FDA. Also, as apps are becoming and integral part of many of our members’ business, GDSN Major Release 3 will enable apps to use the freshest, trusted data for a better shopping experience.

For our members that use GDSN, it is important that you are prepared the roll out of GDSN Major Release 3 as the update is not backwards compatible. This means that any member unable to upgrade before the launch date will no longer be able to share data through GDSN and it may significantly impact your ability to conduct business with your trading partners.

[NOTE: TRADE ASSOCIATION CAN KEEP THE COPY WITH THE BOXED SPACE OR SWAP OUT TO INSERT A CUSTOM MESSAGE]

	As over 80% of trading partners rely on their data pool to support their GDSN activities, you may already be prepared for the GDSN Major Release 3. Please contact your data pool to confirm.

If your company operates GDSN though a machine-to-machine connection or you are sure you manage your GDSN infrastructure internally, please consult with the team responsible for GDSN and your data pool to ensure you are on schedule for a successful migration to GDSN Major Release 3. You can find additional migration resources at GS1’s GDSN Major Release 3 website [URL].



With the May 2016 release date quickly approaching, we want help ensure our members’ experience migrating to GDSN Major Release 3 is seamless and positive. Please check with your data pool or internal GDSN team to ensure you are prepared.

Regards,

[INSERT NAME OF MESSAGE SENDER AND TITLE HERE] 
