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GSCN Name Effective Date

20-000180 GLN Modernisation Aug 2021

Associated Work Request (WR) Number:

[ 20-000061

Background:

This GSNC in an output of the GLN Modernisation MSWG: Reuse & Rules sub-team that was tasked with
improving GLN-related to enable industry partners to create, manage, share, and use the GLN to meet their
party and location use cases needs in a scalable, standardised manner.

GS1 General Specification Change:
2 Application standards
. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

2.1 Trade ITeMIS ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.

2.2 LOGISTIC UNITS. ..ot Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.3 A S S ettt Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.4 toeattons-and-partiesParties and 10CatIONS ....coui it 2
2.5 Service relatioNShiPsS. ... Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.6 Special applications ....... ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.
2.7 Summary of applications and operative scanning environments....... Error! Bookmark not
defined.
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2.4

GS1 General Specifications

toeeations-Parties and locationsardapartes

The GLN is a globally uniqgue and unambiguous GS1 identification key that can identify of any type
of party or location used in business processes. The use of Global Location Numbers (GLNs is driven
by the exact role of each party and/or location within a given business process.

A GLN identifying a party answers the guestion of “who” is involved within the use case. This may
be a legal entity or function that defines who is transacting in a business scenario.

ityies — Any business, government body, department, charity, individual or
institution that has standing in the eyes of the law and has the capacity to enter into
agreements or contracts.
m___4—Functions — An organisational subdivision or department based on the specific tasks
being performed, as defined by the organisation.

A GLN identifying a location is used to answer the question of “where” something has been, is, or
will be. A location can be either physical or digital in nature.

= 34—Physical locations -— A site (an area, a structure or group of structures) or an area
within the site where something was, is, or will be located.

o The identification of physical locations is an essential element for supply chain visibility. A
GLN assigned to a physical location always has a-permanent-and-identifiable geographical
aderess-location reference (e.g., address, geocoordinates) regardless of any business
process roles conducted at the site. A physical location may be permanent and remain in a
fixed position or mobile where the position can change over time (i.e., mobile blood

donation van).
= 2-Digital locations — A-digitalHecationrepresents-aAn electronic (non-physical) address

that is used for communication between computer systems.

o Just as the exchange of physical goods is a transaction between companies, the exchange of

data is a transaction between systems, for example the delivery of an invoice by-can be

mapped to an EDI_gateway identified by a GLN.-eremail-to-an-aceounting-system-S—=eg=d
i PRI o o " 4 alorib il i ol o tooaie
Ary-business—gevernmentbedy—department—charity—ndividual-erinstitution
thot 1 tom i o gl £ ol A oo s P PR +
that-has-standingin-the-eyes-of-thelaw-and-hasth t ty-to-enterinto-agreements—of
eontracts:
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/[ Formatted: Not Highlight

2-3-32.4.1 Appheatien-overviewApplication overview

GLN is used in applications that cever-the-electronie-share ing-ef-party and location information and
thethrough automatic identification and data capture (AIDC). Section 2.4 i icati
focuses on the use of the GLN in AIDC applications. Fhree-Four broad categories of use of the GLN
exist:

1. Ildentification of a physical location, for example through a label attached to a loading dock or to
a shelf location in a warehouse=

2. Specification of a delivery-location_used in transport and logistics processes, for example a ship
to location on a logistic label-

3. ldentification of a party, for example designating a legal entity on a document
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4. Specification of a party, for example the invoicing party on a payment slip-

GLN is widely used to share data between systems and is a foundational key in the related GS1
standards. For further information, please consult the relevant GS1 standard.

1. Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) uses GLN to identify trading partners and physical locations
involved in transactions. Also, the EDI mailbox or network address for companies is often
identified with a GLN.

2. Global Data Synchronisation Network (GDSN) mandate the use of GLNs to identify each party
that provides information to any data pool and who requires information about products and
locations.

3. Electronic Product Code Information Services (EPCIS) uses GLN to identify involved parties, read
points, and business locations for capturing and sharing visibility data. For example, a mobile
location identified by a GLN can be tracked using the EPCIS standard.

2-3442.4.2 ldentification of a physical location

Application description

The following GS1 Application Identifiers enable the identification of a physical location using a data
carrier present at the location itself:

= Al (414) Physical |tocation
= Al (254) GLN extension component

Al (414) Physical location

The GLN can be used to identify a physical location represented in a data carrier on the location
itself. Physical locations may, for example, be a room, a door of a warehouse, an x-ray room in a
hospital, or a control point.

The element string may be used to record and confirm presence at a given location for any purpose.
An equivalent field will hold this information in electronic messages.

Al (254) GLN extension component

Business processes causes objects (e.g.., products, assets, or other equipment) to move from one
physical location to another. The ability to have visibility of these movements is an essential
element in any supply chain. These physical locations can be a site such as a distribution centre or a
specific location within the site such as a selling floor, a room in a hospital or a yard of a warehouse;
it can even be as granular as a specific area on a shelf.

The GLN extension component may be used to identify internal physical locations within a location
identified with a GLN, known as sub-locations—-(e-g--steres;facteries;-buildings). A company may
can alternatively choose to assign a unique GLN, without an extension component, as-a-way-to
identify these sub-locations.

Fhe-folewing-fEigure_2.4.4-1 ustratesjust-ene-likelyprovides an example_of how GLN extension
component may be used. ;-Htisnot-the-only-noermativeseolution:
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146 Figure 2.4.2-1. Physical locations in a logistic process
Supplier Retailer
Distribution ——5pp— Distribution
Centre Centre
GLN GLN
Distribute
Receive Display
Retail Store
Store Selling Floor
GLN GLN + Extension

147
148 Important:
49 = A GLN extension component SHALL only be used in conjunction with a GLN identifying a
[L50 physical location Fhe-tse-of-GEN—+-GEN-extension-componentisrestricted-to-physicat
151 lecatiens.
152 [ ] Ae-GLEN ension-componentmay-be-communicate Ae Yaii
153 agreement-The GLN extension component SHALL only be used in applications where there is
154 mutual agreement between all involved trading partners and where the standard being used
155 supports the GLN extension component.
156
157 = If the GLN + GLN extension component are used to identify locations within the site, each
158 sub-location identification SHALL follow the GLN Management Rulessame-alecation- rules
159 defined for-thephysicaHeeation-GkiN;—see-seetion46in the GS1 GLN Allocation Rules
[L60 Standard.
161 GS1 key
162 Required
163 = GLN
164 Rules
|165 AH-GLN rules described in section 4.6.
166 Attributes
167 Required
168 Not applicable
169 Optional

70

71

72

73

74 The GS1 Application Identifier (254) is-may be used to represent the GLN extension component in
175 conjunction with Al (414).
h76 For more information, see section Error! Reference source not found.3:2 for the list of GS1
177 Application Identifiers.
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178 Rules
79 See section Error! Reference source not found.4-34 Data relationships_for definitions of invalid
80 pairs and mandatory associations of element strings.
181 Data carrier specification
182 Carrier choices
183 The GS1 data carriers that can be used to represent the GLN or GLN + GLN extension component
184 are:
185 = GS1-128
186 = GS1 DataMatrix
187 = GS1 QR Code
188 = EPC/RFID
189 o Note: GS1's EPC Tag Data Standard (TDS) defines the SGLN as a Global Location Number
190 (GLN), with or without the optional extension (Al 254), which is used to identify physical
191 locations. Examples of such locations include a specific building or unit of shelving within a
192 warehouse. For more information on EPC carriers see the EPC Tag Data Standard
193 Symbol X-dimension, minimum symbol height, and minimum symbol quality
94 See section Error! Reference source not found.5-32-3-9, GS1 symbol specification table 9.
95
96
97
198 Symbol placement
199 Not applicable
200 Unique application processing requirements
h01 For a description of processing requirements, see section Error! Reference source not found.Z.

202 2-3-52.4.3 Physical locations in business processes

203 Application description

204 The following GS1 Application Identifiers enable the specification of a physical location on a label or
205 document, relative to its role in a business process:

206 = Al (410) Ship to - Deliver to

207 = Al (413) Ship for - Deliver for

208 = Al (416) Production or service location

209 Al (410) Ship to - Deliver to

210 An element string with GS1 Application Identifier Al (410) represents the Global Location Number
211 (GLN) of the recipient of a logistic unit. The GLN refers to the address where a particular transport
212 unit identified with an SSCC is to be delivered. This element string is used in single leg transport
213 operations. A logistic unit may include a barcode carrying the GLN of the unit’s intended destination.
214 When scanning this element string, the data transmitted may be used to retrieve the related

215 address and/or to sort the item by destination.

216 Al (413) Ship for - Deliver for

217 An element string with GS1 Application Identifier Al (413) is used by the consignee for determining
218 the internal or subsequent final destination of a physical unit.
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Cross docking is a typical application using this element string. Here, a barcode carrying the
element string Al (410) is placed on a logistic unit at the point of creation to direct the goods to the
intermediate destination (e.g., a distribution centre). The element string Al (413) is also carried by
the barcode to direct the goods to their final destination (e.g., a retail store served by the
distribution centre).

Figure 2.4.3-1. Example of a cross docking application

Manufacturer Final Destination

| EDIMessage
Ay

-] Cross Docking
] Station
TH I T - ]
-~ . - // - //
! 7 -] ¢
—_— hi el
o|f Shipto- Deliver 1o = Shipor- Dlbvar for )
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Jﬂ_[.luﬂ_p_;__ﬁ LHINIH AV LELELEL
& -
1
=114
Lulmlats

Al (416) GLN of the production or service location

An element string with a GS1 Application Identifier Al (416) represents the Global Location Number
(GLN) of the production or service location. It may for example be used to specify the location
where a trade item or asset was produced or refurbished.

GS1 key

Required

GLN

Rules

All GLN rules described in section 4.6.

Attributes

Not applicable

Data carrier specification

If the GLN is carried in a barcode or EPC/RFID tag on a product, the rules for trade item applications
apply, see section Error! Reference source not found.2-%.

If the GLN is carried in a barcode on a GS1 Logistics Label, the rules for logistic unit applications
apply, see section Error! Reference source not found.2:2.

Unique application processing requirements

For a description of processing requirements, see section Error! Reference source not found.Z.

Identification of a party

Application description
GS1 Application Identifier (417) enables the identification of a party using a data carrier.
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Al (417) Party GLN

The GLN can be used to identify a party represented in a data carrier on documents, locations, or
other places where value could be added. Parties may, for example, legal entity, government body
accounting department, or other business function.

The element string may be used to record and confirm presence of a party for any purpose. An
equivalent field will hold this information in electronic messages.

GS1 key

Required
s GLN

Rules

All GLN rules described in section 4.6.

Attributes
Required
Not applicable

Optional

For more information, see section Error! Reference source not found.3:2 for the list of GS1
Application Identifiers.

Rules

See section Error! Reference source not found.4-34 Data relationships.

Data carrier specification

Carrier choices

The GS1 data carriers that can be used to represent the GLN are:

m_ GS1-128
m__GS1 DataMatrix

m__ GS1 QR Code
m__EPC/RFID

o Note: GS1's EPC Tag Data Standard (TDS) defines the PGLN as a Global Location Number

(GLN) or a party. Examples of such parties include an economic operator or cost centre. For
more information on EPC carriers see the EPC Tag Data Standard

Symbol X-dimension, minimum symbol height. and minimum symbol qualit

See section Error! Reference source not found.5-32-3-9, GS1 symbol specification table 9.
Symbol placement
Not applicable

Unique application processing requirements
For a description of processing requirements, see section Error! Reference source not found.Z.

23-62.4.5 SpeeificationefapParties in business processesy

Application description

The following GS1 Application Identifiers enable the specification of a party on a label or document,
relative to its role in a business process:
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286 = Al (411) Bill to - Invoice to
287 = Al (412) Purchased From
288 = Al (415) Invoicing Party
289 = Al (703*) Approval Number of processor (with 1SO country code '999")
290 Al (411) Bill to — Invoice to
291 An element string with GS1 Application Identifier Al (411) represents the Global Location Number
292 (GLN) of the addressee of an invoice. The GLN refers to the name and address of the business
293 partner to which an entity shall be invoiced and includes accounting-related information that may be
294 used wherever required.
295 Al (412) Purchased from
296 In business it is sometimes important to know from where a particular item was purchased. Applied on a
297 trade item, an element string with GS1 Application Identifier Al (412) provides the Global Location
298 Number (GLN) of the company from which the respective trade item has been purchased.
299 Al (415) Invoicing party
300 An element string with GS1 Application Identifier Al (415) is used to indicate the Global Location
301 Number (GLN) of the invoicing party. The GLN is mandatory information for the payment slip
POZ application (see section Error! Reference source not found.2:6-6).
303 Al (703*) Number of processor
304 An element string with GS1 Application Identifier (703s) represents the 1SO country code and
305 approval number or GLN of the processor of a trade item. If ‘999’ is entered as the 1SO country code
306 it signifies that the subsequent data is a Global Location Number (GLN), and not an ‘approval
307 number’.
308 As an attribute of a trade item the number of processor must be processed together with the GTIN
b09 of the trade item to which it relates. See section Error! Reference source not found.3:8-16 for
310 more information.
311 GS1 key
312 Required
313 GLN
314 Rules
PlS All GLN rRules described in section 4.6.
316 Attributes
317 Not applicable
318 Data carrier specification

19

20
321 If the GLN is carried in a barcode on a GS1 Logistic Label, the rules for logistic unit applications
FS22 apply, see section Error! Reference source not found.2-2.
323 If the GLN is carried in a barcode on a payment slip the rules for the payment slips application
FS24 apply, see section Error! Reference source not found.2:6-6.
325 Unique application processing requirements
t326 For a description of processing requirements, see section Error! Reference source not found.7.
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4 Application rules and management practices

4  Application rules and management practices

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
45
4.6
4.7
4.8
4.9
4.10
4.11
4.12
4.13
4.14
4.15
4.16

L e T L8 T T} o PPN

RUIES TOF KY S .ot ettt ettt e ee s

GTIN FUIES .ttt eeas Error! Bookmark not defined.
SSCC rules ... Error! Bookmark not defined.
Rules for GS1 asset identifiers .............coooooiiiiiiiiiiiin Error! Bookmark not defined.
GLIN FUIES .ottt ettt et 13
GSRN FUIES ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.
GDTH FUIES ettt eeas Error! Bookmark not defined.
GINC TUIBS. .ot eeas Error! Bookmark not defined.
GSIN FUIES. ..o e Error! Bookmark not defined.
GCN FUIES L.t Error! Bookmark not defined.
CPID TUIES ... Error! Bookmark not defined.
GMN rules ! Bookmark not defined.
Data relationships.........ccooiiiiiiiiii e Error! Bookmark not defined.
Human readable interpretation (HRI) rules .......................... Error! Bookmark not defined.

Multiple barcode management practices for trade items (cross-sector)..Error! Bookmark

not defined.

4.17

Deprecated rUlES ... . ..o Error! Bookmark not defined.
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Introduction

The main purpose of Automatic Data Capture (ADC) is to replace manual entry of visually-captured
information. This implies that an ADC message has-temust provide all information required for a
transaction without human intervention. GS1 system data may be used, for example, to record
entities in computer files, to sort goods on conveyor belts, to check completeness of a consignment,
to verify dates, and to record physical stock taking.

Element strings may be applied directly on physical goods or printed in catalogues or documents.
The scanning source and the type of transaction determine the required information in a given

business application. Since all ADC data is being used in Electronic-Bata-Processing(EBP)data

sharing applications, strict validation of data to be processed is an absolute prerequisite.

For correct processing of scanned data, certain business applications may require the association of
element strings representing a particular combination of identification data. The GS1 system enables
users to achieve the needed level of data accuracy through the use of adequate element strings.

The logical set up of the data standard of the GS1 system enables system users to validate scanned
data messages (see section Error! Reference source not found.?).

Validation is affected on two levels. The first is validation of the data for conformity with system
rules (e.g., to provide a message that contains all information to be processed logically without
human intervention). The second level is validation of the data for conformity with the requirements
of a particular business application.

Sections Error! Reference source not found.4:-34 shows the rules for the first verification level
(e.g., validate data to conform with the system logic). Section Error! Reference source not
found.4-14-1 defines the pairs of element strings that cannot appear on the same physical entity.
Section Error! Reference source not found.4-34-2 defines the element strings that mandate the
appearance of another element string on the same physical entity. All other combinations of
element strings are possible at the first level of verification, although they may not make sense at
the second, the application level.

Release 21.0, Ratified, Jan 2021 © 2021 GS1 AISBL Page 11 of 19



GS1 General Specifications

375 4.2 Rules for keys

376 The tables in the sub-sections below summarise the rules for each of the GS1 identification keys.

377 4.2.4 GLN rules

Rules Section/Link

General allocation ruleAltecation-generat-rutes 4.6.1.1 /{ Formatted: GS1_Reference
Party/Locations without Global Location NumbersAssigning-GEN-vatbtes 2.1.1.14-6-32

pssigning GLM ValuesRelocations 2.1.1.14:6:43 ———{Field Code Changed
Lead time in reusing a Global Location Numbertead-time-inreusing-a-Globat | 4.6.34-6-2 /{ Formatted: GS1_Reference
Information associated with a Global Location NumberGiN-Alleeation-Rutes 2.1.14-63

GS1 GLN Allocation Rules Standard https://www.gsl.org/1/glnrules
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GLN rules

Allocating Global Location Numbers

General allocation rules

A separate, unique GLN is required to be allocated whenever there is a need to distinguish one party

and/or Iocatlon from another ?he—geﬁeFaHtHe—is—tha{—a—sepaﬁate—eHst—Feqtﬂfed—wheﬁevef
(e.g., each store efa

Fefaﬂ@reaﬁlocatlon is reqmred to have a separate GLN to |dent|fv the phvsu:al locations-te-enable
efficient-delivery-to-the-individual-stere)-

GLNs must-SHALL be allocated by the party that defined the party/location in support of their
business operations.

The below defines which party is responsible for allocating the GLN to a legal entity, function
physical location, or digital location. If a GLN is used to identity a combination of legal entity
function, physical location, and/or digital location, all applicable rules SHALL apply.

m__Legal entity: Allocating a GLN to a legal entity is the responsibility of the legal entity itself
or another legal entity that is part of the same organisation. If multiple legal entities within
an organisation have licensed GS1 Company Prefixes, the parties SHOULD coordinate GLN
allocation.

m__Function: The organisation identifying their own, internal functions to support their
business operation is responsible for allocating GLN.

When representing itself as a legal entity or function in transactions, an organisation SHALL only use
GLNs which the organisation has licenced. This means that an organisation SHALL NOT use another
organisation’s GLN to represent itself as a party.
m__Physical location: The owner or primary user(s) of the physical location is responsible for
allocating the GLN.

o When a party allocates a GLN to a location they do not own, that party SHOULD inform the
owner and/or primary users of the location.

o Parties SHALL use a GLN allocated by their own organisation, the owner of the location, or a
primary user that is a business partner directly involved in a specified transaction. A party
SHALL NOT use a GLN allocated by an organisation that does not directly relate to their
business relationships.
m__Digital location: The owner or primary user(s) of the digital location is responsible for
allocating the GLN.
4]9 Note: The owner is the organisation that has the legal or rightful title to the physical or digital

41 location. A primary user is an organisation that directly transacts with a physical or digital
location. There may be multiple primary users associated to a single location.

Example: An owner would be the organisation that has legal ownership of a mall. A primary
user would be the organisation that is leasing a space within the mall for their retail store.
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K26

w27

K28

K29

130 When a-rewllocating a GLN, an organisation SHOULD: is-issueditisrecommended-that:

K31 1. Verify that the party and/or location is not already identified by a GLN

n32 4-2. TFhe-GEN-be-aAssociated with-the-master data for the identified party/location to the GLN-
U33 5-3. This-master-data-be-eCommunicated the GLN and associated date to trading partners in a
Uu34 timely manner-

U35 The GLN allocated to a party/location SHOULD be communicated threughout-the-supply-chainto
U36 partners by the organisation that allocated the GLN in advance of a transaction/delivery so that all
K37 systems can be prepared for this-the interaction. See section 4.6.2 for additional details.

138 Individual companies need to determine how they allocate GLNs. An_organisation may use a single
U39 GLN for order, delivery and invoice because each process is undertaken at the organisation (legal
ka0 entity) level. However, an organisation may also allocate_distinct GLNs to locations and functions
ha1 within its organisation.

na2

h43

ha4

Kuas5 See seetion-the GS1 GLN Allocation Rules Standard for4-6-3-fer GtN-alecatiormanagement rules
n46 and scenarios regarding-defining when a GLNs sheule-SHOULD remain-the-same-or-should-be

Kua7 ehangebe allocated to a new party/location or as the result of a changed. Theserules-are-based-on
Knas business-practiees:

449 Q Note: These rules are intended for global use. National, federal or local regulations may take
450 precedence. Examples include regulations affecting an organisation’s registration, taxation, or
451 fiscal obligations, as well as its industry requirements.

u52

K53

W54

h55

U56

57

158

K59

K60

K61

62

K63

hn64

h65

66
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K68

K69

K70
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=4 Lid
Location Numbers

=

7
-Party/Locations without Global

When a party/location needs to be identified by a GLN, the organisation defining the party/location

in supp

ort of their business operations SHALL allocate the GLN. See section 4.6.1.1 for details.H-a

If the organisationa-trading-partrerrespensiblefora-partieularlecation does not have a GS1
Company Prefix, it must either reguest-license a GS1 Company Prefix or an individually assigred
GLN from a GS1 Member Organisation. A GLN SHALL NOT be sold, leased, or loaned to a separate

party.

o Note: GS1 Member Organisations offer various alternatives by which an organisation can

obtain its own GLN.

4.6.1.3 Assianing GLN values

GLNs SHOULD be allocated without any classifying elements.

There is no need to coordinate GS1 identification key values across different GS1 identification keys.

This is true even when the keys have an identical format. For example, there is no risk of conflict

when a GTIN-13 and a GLN have the same value: GS1 Application Identifiers, data qualifiers and

XML tags (EDI) prevent misinterpretation.

While companies may place GLNs in logical groupings for internal purposes, there are no supply

chain standards to do so. GLNs are assigned at the discretion of GS1 user companies to support

their business applications. Any additions or deletions from the group do not impact individual GLN

allocation.

4.6.2 Lead time in reusing a Global Location Number

A Global Location Number (GLN) that has been previously used and has become obsolete must not
be reused for another location until at least 48 months have elapsed. A longer period may be
needed in accordance with government requirements, such as invoicing and taxation, or
requirements related to the nature of the location (e.g., a bonded warehouse). This period provides
time for all references of the old GLN to be removed from trading partner files.

All issuers of Global Location Numbers (GLNs) must ensure that GLNs allocated for locations used in
the healthcare supply chain SHALL never be reused, e.g., locations where treatment of patients

takes place, etc.

51

Slp [Important: The standard for GLN reuse will be changed on 1 July 2022. On that date, a GLN
allocated to a party and/or location SHALL NOT be reallocated to another party and/or location. It is

recommended that GLN reuse cease in advance of 1 July 2022 as soon as companies can transition

their practices. If reuse is not currently occurring, it SHOULD NOT be started. The only exceptions to

the GLN non-reuse rules will include:

R . .
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4.6.3

GS1 General Specifications

m__If the GLN was never published in an externally accessible manner (e.g., to a registry or
directly to a trading partner), it may be reused immediately.

m__ Parties and/or locations that have been withdrawn and are reintroduced may use the
original GLN if they are reintroduced without any modifications or changes that require a
new GLN as specified by the GS1 GLN Allocation Rules Standard.

Note: These rules are intended for global use. Exceptions may occur only when local regulatory or

legal requirements mandate otherwise.|

Information associated with a Global Location Number

GLNs are assigned to parties and locations to provide a key to access master data in a business
process (e.g., order, invoice, deliver). For each assigned-GLN, master data will be assigned to
support business processes.

Master data fera-teeatienassociated to a GLN- shewtd-SHOULD be established in a database-en=a
eomputer-file, -ane-then the Global-tecation-Number(GLN) may then be used to facilitate efficient

communication of this information.

The type-ef-information held for legal entities, functions physical locations, tegat-entities-aned
funetionand digital locations may include_but is not limited to the-name, and-address, bank details,

and-account-Rumber, sales-department,and-company-profilecertifications, and contact details.

Information associated with each GLN is held internally by trading partners or on central databases.
If the party or location changes and the details are not updated, communications or deliveries will
go to the address-outdated information held on file. Therefore, it is essential for organisations to
inform trading partners as soon as possible about new GLN assignments or changes to information
associated with a GLN.

The GLN Management Rules that define what changes to a party or location require a new GLN are
included in the GS1 GLN Allocation Rules Standard. The GLN Management Rules are designed to
help industry make consistent decisions about the unique identification of parties and locations and
SHOULD be referenced when changes to parties, locations, and the information associated to them
occur.

Local, national or regional regulations may require more frequent GLN changes. Such regulations

have precedence over the rules provided within the GS1 GLN Allocation Rules Standard.
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8.1 GS1 glossary of terms and definitions

GS1 General Specifications

The glossary lists the terms and definitions that are applied in this document. Please refer to the
www.gsl.org/glossary for the online version.

Term Definition

The GLN extension component is used to identify internal physical sub-locations within a
location (such as a selling floor area, a specific area on a shelf, etc.) which is identified with a

GLN extension
component

GLN (such as stores, factories, buildings, etc.).

Global Location Number
(GLN)

The GS1 identification key used to identify physical locations or parties. The key comprises a

GS1 Company Prefix, location reference, and check digit.

location reference

A component of a Global Location Number (GLN) -that allows the party defining the party or

location to create a unique GLN.
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