
General Specifications Change Notification (GSCN) 

WR # GSCN Name Effective Date 

21-325 GTIN-8 in Section 2.1.4 

Associated Work Request (WR) Number: 

N/A 

Background: 

As part of discussions around Application Standard Profiles, it was recognized that Section 2.1.4 does not list 
GTIN-8 as a permissible key, but it does point to symbol specification table 3 where EAN-8 is a permitted 
data carrier.  It was agreed that GTIN-8, while not necessarily the most desirable choice for trade items 
scanned in general distribution and at retail POS, is a permitted key.  Therefore, this GSCN seeks to add that 
reference to Section 2.1.4 and provide guidance around GTIN selection.  

Disclaimer: 

GS1®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the participants in the 
Work Group that developed this General Specifications Change Notification to agree to grant to GS1 members a royalty-
free licence or a RAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined in the GS1 IP Policy. Furthermore, attention is 
drawn to the possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this Specification may be the subject of a patent or 
other intellectual property right that does not involve a Necessary Claim. Any such patent or other intellectual property right 
is not subject to the licencing obligations of GS1. Moreover, the agreement to grant licences provided under the GS1 IP Policy 
does not include IP rights and any claims of third parties who were not participants in the Work Group. 

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any organisation developing an implementation designed to be in conformance with this 
Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a specific implementation that the 
organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a licence under a patent or other intellectual 
property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for licencing should be made in view of the details of the specific 
system designed by the organisation in consultation with their own patent counsel. 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGEMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY OTHER WISE ARISING 
OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use or misuse of this Standard, 
whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and including liability for infringement of any intellectual 
property rights, relating to use of information in or reliance upon this document. 

GS1 retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. GS1 makes no warranty for the use of 
this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document, nor does it make a 
commitment to update the information contained herein.GS1 and the GS1 logo are registered trademarks of GS1 AISBL. 
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2.1.4 Fixed measure trade items scanned in general distribution and at retail POS 

Trade items intended for general distribution and point-of-sale scanning must carry a barcode of the 
EAN/UPC or GS1 DataBar symbology. Therefore, these trade items support GTIN-8s, GTIN-12s or 
GTIN-13s (see section 2.1.3). For symbol X-dimensions, minimum symbol height, and minimum 
symbol quality, see section 5.12.3.3, GS1 symbol specification table 3. 

Note: Allocation of GTIN-8 to new trade items for this application SHALL conform to section 
4.3.7 

To support new applications additional GS1 approved data carriers (encoding additional data with 
the GTIN) may be applied with mutual agreement between trading partners. For information on how 
to manage multiple barcodes see section 4.16. 
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