
GSMP: 
General Specifications Change Notification (GSCN) 

GSCN # GSCN Name Submission Date Status 

WR16-239 AI for paperless coupon 1 April 2016 Ratified 6 June 16 

Associated Work Request (WR) Number: 

16-239 

Background: 

• The North American Coupon Code has been implemented for close to 9 years (AI 8110). The data string
is secure and robust and there is a long standing infrastructure in place to handle paper coupons. When
redeemed by the consumer, the paper coupon is treated like cash by the retailer. The same robust,
secure data string is to be used for paperless coupons and will make use of the same established
infrastructure.

• Requirement no. 1- when a paperless coupon is redeemed there is no physical record of the transaction
• Requirement no. 2- when there is no physical record of the transaction (cash or paper coupon) there is

no audit trail to settle or reconcile the cashier’s till.
• Since the POS Systems feed directly into the accounting systems- auditability is a must.

GS1 General Specification Change: 

The recommended changes are highlighted in the attached excerpt from the GS1 General Specifications. 

Disclaimer 

GS1®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the participants in the 
Work Group that developed this General Specifications Change Notification to agree to grant to GS1 members a royalty-
free licence or a RAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined in the GS1 IP Policy. Furthermore, attention is 
drawn to the possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this Specification may be the subject of a patent or 
other intellectual property right that does not involve a Necessary Claim. Any such patent or other intellectual property right 
is not subject to the licencing obligations of GS1. Moreover, the agreement to grant licences provided under the GS1 IP Policy 
does not include IP rights and any claims of third parties who were not participants in the Work Group. 

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any organization developing an implementation designed to be in conformance with this 
Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a specific implementation that the 
organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a licence under a patent or other intellectual 
property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for licencing should be made in view of the details of the specific 
system designed by the organisation in consultation with their own patent counsel. 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY OTHER WISE ARISING 
OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use or misuse of this Standard, 
whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and including liability for infringement of any intellectual 
property rights, relating to use of information in or reliance upon this document. 

GS1 retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. GS1 makes no warranty for the use of 
this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document, nor does it make a 
commitment to update the information contained herein. 

GS1 and the GS1 logo are registered trademarks of GS1 AISBL. 



 

GSMP: 
General Specifications Change Notification (GSCN) 

GSCN # GSCN Name Effective Date 

16-239 New AI for paperless coupons 14 April 2016 

Associated Work Request (WR) Number: 
WR 16-239 

Background: 
When a transaction occurs at the point of sale the record of the transaction is the cash in the drawer, this is 
reconciled against the transaction log in the retailers accounting system. When a coupon is presented and 
redeemed, the coupon is treated just like cash and it also is used to reconcile the cashiers till. When a paperless 
coupon is accepted and redeemed at point of sale there is no record of the transaction as there is for paper 
coupons and cash transactions. If a paperless coupon is presented using the same Application Identifier as is 
used for paper coupons the reconciliation process and the audit requires the paper backup. If a paperless 
coupon is presented using its own AI, the requirement for a paper backup is not required, since the transaction 
log will note that the coupon is paperless. 

GS1 General Specification Change:  
The changes are highlighted on the following pages. 
 

Disclaimer 

GS1®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the participants in the 
Work Group that developed this General Specifications Change Notification to agree to grant to GS1 members a royalty-
free licence or a RAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined in the GS1 IP Policy. Furthermore, attention is 
drawn to the possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this Specification may be the subject of a patent or 
other intellectual property right that does not involve a Necessary Claim. Any such patent or other intellectual property right 
is not subject to the licencing obligations of GS1. Moreover, the agreement to grant licences provided under the GS1 IP Policy 
does not include IP rights and any claims of third parties who were not participants in the Work Group. 

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any organization developing an implementation designed to be in conformance with this 
Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a specific implementation that the 
organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a licence under a patent or other intellectual 
property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for licencing should be made in view of the details of the specific 
system designed by the organisation in consultation with their own patent counsel. 

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF 
MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY OTHER WISE ARISING 
OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use or misuse of this Standard, 
whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and including liability for infringement of any intellectual 
property rights, relating to use of information in or reliance upon this document. 

GS1 retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. GS1 makes no warranty for the use of 
this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document, nor does it make a 
commitment to update the information contained herein. 

GS1 and the GS1 logo are registered trademarks of GS1 AISBL. 
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2.6.3.6 Coupon code identification for use in North America (AI 8110) 

Application description 

This application identifier has replaced the GS1 US Prefix 5 system in 2011. The new system has been 
rolled out for paper coupons.  

See GS1 US for the North American Coupon Application Guideline using GS1 DataBar Expanded Symbols 
for detailed information on GS1 U.S. coupon code data content.  

A stimulus for change is the fact that GS1 US has begun issuing variable-length GS1 Company Prefixes 
and retailers are expected to accept imported products identified with GS1 Company Prefixes. Both 
changes will lead to an increasing number of coupon mis-redemptions if the full Company Prefix is not 
processed. This will impact retailers, manufacturers, and coupon processing agents.  

The new coupon format has a large number of fields (many of them optional) for specifying the more 
complex coupon offers in use today. Data encoded in the coupon barcode is used to identify the source 
(typically a manufacturer) producing the coupon, the conditions for fulfilling the offer and the specific save 
value offered to the consumer. 

>>>>> 

2.6.3.7 Paperless Coupon code identification for use in North America (AI[DR1] 8112) 

Application description 

See GS1 US for the North American Coupon Application Guideline using GS1 DataBar Expanded Symbols 
for detailed information on GS1 U.S. coupon code data content.  

  When a transaction occurs at the point of sale the record of the transaction is the cash in the drawer, this 
is reconciled against the transaction log in the retailers accounting system. When a coupon is presented 
and redeemed, the coupon is treated just like cash and it also is used to reconcile the cashiers till. When a 
paperless coupon is accepted and redeemed at point of sale there is no record of the transaction as there 
is for paper coupons and cash transactions. If a paperless coupon is presented using the same Application 
Identifier as is used for paper coupons the reconciliation process and the audit requires the paper backup. 
If a paperless coupon is presented using its own AI, the requirement for a paper backup is not required, 
since the transaction log will note that the coupon is paperless. 

The paperless coupon format has a large number of fields (many of them optional) for specifying the more 
complex coupon offers in use today. Data transmitted is used to identify the source (typically a 
manufacturer) producing the paperless coupon, the conditions for fulfilling the offer and the specific save 
value offered to the consumer. 
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[DR2] 
[DB3] 

3.9.15 Coupon code identification for use in North America (AI 8110) 

See GS1 US for the North American Coupon Application Guideline using GS1 DataBar Expanded Symbols 
for detailed information on GS1 U.S. coupon code data content.  

The coupon barcode is constructed by starting with a coupon Application Identifier of 8110, followed by the 
required and optional data elements, until all desired data is encoded (or the limit of 70 digits is reached). 

Figure 3.9.15-1. Format of the element string 
Application 
Identifier 

Formatted according to rules of North American 
Coupon Application Guideline using GS1 

DataBar Expanded Symbols 

8 1 1 0 X1 ────variable length──────›X70 

The data string transmitted from the barcode reader means that the element string denoting a Coupon code 
for use in North America has been captured. 

 

3.9.18 Paperless Coupon code identification for use in North America (AI 8112[DR4]) 

See GS1 US for the North American Coupon Application Guideline using GS1 DataBar Expanded Symbols 
for detailed information on GS1 U.S. coupon code data content.  
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The paperless coupon datastring is constructed by starting with a coupon Application Identifier of 8112, 
followed by the required and optional data elements, until all desired data is encoded (or the limit of 70 
digits is reached). 

Figure 3.9.18-1. Format of the element string 
Application 
Identifier 

Formatted according to rules of North American 
Coupon Application Guideline using GS1 

DataBar Expanded Symbols 

8 1 1 2 X1 ────variable length──────›X70 

The data string transmitted means that the element string denoting a paperless coupon code for use in 
North America has been captured.  
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