
Starting Strong

2008 & 2009
•  The Institute for Safe Medication 

Practices Canada (ISMP) and 
Canadian Patient Safety Institute 
(CPSI) endorse the adoption of 
GS1 standards

•  First GS1 Healthcare Reference 
Book published

•  Three global GS1 Healthcare 
conferences held per annum

2010
•  Turkish Track & Track system for 

pharmaceuticals using GS1 
standards commences

•  US Healthcare organisations 
confirm support for GLN 2010 
Sunrise and GTIN 2012 Sunrise

2014
•  Healthcare GTINs in GDSN exceed 1 million (33% 

growth in 1 year)
•  The Danish Minister states “all Danish hospitals in the 

future have to use GS1 standards”
•  The UK Department of Health eProcurement strategy 

mandates GS1 standards

2015
•  WHO preferred vaccine 

characteristics include the 
presence of a barcode that 
“should conform to GS1 
standards”

•  GS1 holds the 27th GS1 
Healthcare conference in 
Mexico City

2019
•  Traceability call to action signed in Lagos by 25 African 

regulatory bodies
•  GS1 designated as UDI issuing entity for the EU 

MDR/IVDR
•  First Clinical Trials standard for investigational products 

2020
•  GS1 Healthcare participates at 

World Economic Forum In 
Davos

•  Chair of Joint Initiative Council
•  Over 3 million Healthcare GTINs 

in GDSN (May 2020)

2005

2006 & 2007
•  GS1 signs memorandums of 

understanding with two other 
Standards Developing 
Organisations (SDOs), HL7 and 
ICCBBA.

•  Eucomed position paper 
recommending implementation of 
GS1 published 

•  Global GS1 Healthcare User Group 
(HUG) is formed 

•  The National E-Health Transition 
Authority (NEHTA) in Australia 
chose to use GS1 standards

2011

2012
•  99% of medical devices supply in 

Japan identified with a GTIN 
•  McKinsey report “Strength in Unity” 

published
2013
•  GS1 first accredited UDI issuing 

agency for the US FDA UDI rule

•  The EU Falsified Medicines 
Directive Released 

•  Argentinian National Drug 
Traceability programme 
using GS1 standards goes 
live

2016

2017
•  Recommendation for GS1 standards by USAID and 

UNFPA
•  New GS1 standard for Basic UDI-UDI based on the 

Medical Devices Regulation (MDR) and In-vitro 
Diagnostics Regulation (IVDR) published

•  Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Roadmap on supply chain integrity and drug safety 
released

2018
•  First global GS1 Healthcare African Conference in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
•  New 2018-22 Healthcare strategy released
•  Regulatory Roadmap: Traceability of Medicinal 

Products is published

•  Increased focus on working 
with healthcare providers 
through Project Imagine

•  Implementation kit for EDI 
standards in healthcare 
published

2005-2020
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Together, 
we are 
looking to 
the future

SAFER, MORE EFFICIENT CARE STARTS WITH A SIMPLE SCAN.




