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Society of Hospital Pharmacists of 
Australia (SHPA)

5,200 members – pharmacists, pharmacist interns, 
students, technicians and associates

Any member may join an Interest Group. 
Members with demonstrated expertise may join a 
Practice Group.
10 to 12 members from the Practice Group are elected to 
the Leadership Committee for 3 years.



Closed Loop Electronic Medication 
Management

The use of technology in the medication management 
process, from ordering through to administration.  

Aims to minimise manual selection, inputs and 
transcription, to reduce human effort and some risks of 
human error.

Why is CLEMM important?



Closed Loop Electronic Medication 
Management

How we are achieving CLEMM in Australia
• Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, VIC

• In-house barcodes
• Princess Alexandra Hospital, Brisbane, QLD

• GTINs
• Alfred Health, Melbourne, VIC

• GTINs
• St Stephen’s Uniting Care, Hervey Bay, QLD

• Unit Dose Packaging

















Recommendations
• All medications distributed in Australia have barcodes 

containing the GTIN on the smallest unit of dose to enable 
the product to be unambiguously identified when scanned

• Data needed to support the scanning process, including unit 
dose or primary package, should be provided and managed 
by the manufacturer / sponsor of the medication within the 
Australian marketplace

• Over time, the barcodes on all unit doses of medications 
should also contain the expiry date and batch number



Therapeutic Goods Administration
• Workshop with stakeholders held 21 October
• Survey sent to manufacturers to assess capability to 

implement 2D Datamatrix barcodes
• Draft of TGA Standard to be prepared November
• Draft circulated for public consultation in January

Target date for the new standard to be 
signed into effect by mid 2020



Therapeutic Goods Administration



Further Information
maryanne.molenaar@easternhealth.org.au

https://www.shpa.org.au/sites/default/files/uploade
d-content/website-content/Fact-sheets-position-
statements/position_statement_-
_unit_dose_packaging.pdf

mailto:maryanne.molenaar@easternhealth.org.au
https://www.shpa.org.au/sites/default/files/uploaded-content/website-content/Fact-sheets-position-statements/position_statement_-_unit_dose_packaging.pdf
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