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“
UNFPA is the principal global 

inter-governmental 

organisation in the UN system 

with the mandate for family 

planning
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RH Global Traceability 

Advisory Group
USAID-UNFPA joint collaboration



Why?

•To enable harmonisation of barcoding (or any equivalent AIDC) for 
contraceptive track and trace

•Experience from other industries teaches us that successful 
deployment of track and trace systems depends on open standards 
and pan-industry cooperation

•A dedicated forum can help the implementation of standards and 
support mechanism



Mission

•To provide a platform for industry and the public sector to engage in 
constructive dialogue to advise stakeholders and develop 
recommendations on the adoption and implementation of global 
standards for RH commodity identification, data capture and data 
exchange



Requirement for harmonising on 
barcodes



Barcode symbology

GS1 DataMatrix

xxxxxxx

GS1-128

xxxxxxx

xxxxxxx

xxxxxxx xxxxx



Healthcare  Product 

(*contraceptive)

GS1 Key * Additional 

Data

Encoded information  and GS1 Data Carriers

Primary packaging

(one foil/blister) GTIN “1”
Lot an..20 
Expiry date

YYMMDD

Not in current scope

Secondary packaging 

(carton - 1 box of xxx 

foils/blisters each)
GTIN “2”

Lot an..20 
Expiry date

YYMMDD

AI (01): GTIN 

AI (17): EXPIRY DATE

AI (10): BATCH/LOT

AI (21): SERIAL (if possible)

GS1 Data Carriers: GS1-128 or GS1 DataMatrix

Tertiary packaging 

(xx cartons of xxx 

foils/blisters each)
GTIN “3”

Lot an..20 
Expiry date

YYMMDD

AI (01) GTIN 

AI (17) EXPIRY DATE 

AI (10): BATCH/LOT  

AI (00): SSCC

GS1 Data Carrier: GS1-128

Tertiary packaging -

Pallet

(xx shipper)
GTIN “4”

Lot an..20 
Expiry date

YYMMDD

AI (00) : SSCC 

AI (02): CONTENT

AI (17): EXPIRY DATE

AI (37): COUNT

AI (10): BATCH/LOT

GS1 Data Carrier (2): GS1-128



Label placement

Develop 
recommendation 
through the Advisory 
Group



Next Steps

•Finalize terms of reference for the Advisory Group

•Confirm interest and participation for the Advisory Group 
(instructions on how to confirm interest and participation to be 
provided at a later date)



THANK YOU! 


