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1 Introduction 

1.1 The Interim Global Data Model Navigator (“Interim Navigator”) 
The Interim Global Data Model Navigator is a tool which has been created for use by anyone who is 
involved in the Global Data Model. 

It is a TEMPORARY tool, because it will be replaced in June 2021 by the GS1 WebGDD. 

The main purpose of the Interim GDM Navigator is to allow the user to get a global view on the 
GDM. It links information from ADB (Attribute Definitions for Business) work to the list of attributes 
that were included in the version 1.0 of the GDM. 

Attributes have been assigned to Categories (Food, Near-Food, Pet food, Alcoholic Beverages, 
Tobacco), and in certain cases to Sub-Categories (Dairy, Fresh Fruits, Grocery, Cleaners etc.). 

It also links these attributes to technical properties that have not been defined in the Global Data 
Model, but rather in GDSN (Global Data Synchronisation Network) - a technological implementation 
of the GDM. 

Further attributes have been linked to Validation rules currently being used in GDSN, as well as 
Code Lists and the Code Values associated with these. 

Finally, this tool also contains the GPC Bricks that have been used to build the GDM Categories and 
Sub-Categories, and the mapping between these. 

The tool is meant to search for information on attributes, categories, sub-categories, regions, 
countries, validation rules, code lists, code values and GPC Bricks. 

It allows users to compare GDM Models, and manage product profiles using all this combined 
information. 

It is important to note, that as this is an interim tool, there will be no further development on it in 
terms of functionality. Microsoft Access is not an enterprise grade solution, and we recognize that, 
but it may help you, the user, to bridge the gap between now and the time the GS1 WebGDD 
becomes available. 

Any requirements for new functionality will be passed on to the GS1 Global Office WebGDD team for 
inclusion in their list of functional requirements. 

Any bugs or errors you may find in this tool will be fixed, however. 

Finally, this tool will be updated every time there is an update to one of its data components, and 
this until the time that the GS1 WebGDD becomes available. 

We hope you enjoy the use of the Interim Global Data Model Navigator! 
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1.2 Interim Navigator Specific Functional Disclaimer 
GS1 retains the right to make changes to the Interim Navigator at any time, without 
notice. 

GS1 makes no warranty for the use to the tool and assumes no responsibility for any 
errors which may appear in the tool, nor does it make a commitment to update the 
information contained in the tool. GS1 does not commit to change functionality of the 
database. 

As and when Local Layers are added to the Global Data Model, these Local Layers will be 
added to the tool. Anything marked as local at this point in time is not linked to individual 
countries. 

1.3 Purpose of this document 
This document is intended to help you, the user of the Interim Navigator, to quickly start using it 
and get an idea of what functionality it offers. 

1.4 BEFORE YOU START! 

1.4.1 Using the Interim Navigator Requires use of MS Access 2010 or Later 

Use of the Interim Global Data Model Navigator requires the use of Microsoft Access, version 2010 
or later. 

If you do not have Microsoft Access installed on your machine, you will require either the full version 
of Microsoft Access, or a (free) runtime version of it, which can be downloaded using the link below: 

 

Microsoft Access 2010 32 Bit runtime: 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=10910 

 

Microsoft Access 2010 64 Bit runtime: 

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=10910 

 

If you are working on a Non-Windows machine, you will have to use either a Virtual Machine (for 
MacOs e.g. Parallels or VMWare) or for Linux distros something like Wine. 

1.4.2 Security Warning on first run of the Interim Navigator 

The Interim GDM Navigator is a Microsoft Access database, containing code. As such, by default, 
Access creates a security warning that it blocks active content, when running the database for the 
first time. (See screenshot below). 
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By closing the splashscreen (using the x at the top rind hand side of the splashscreen), and then 
clicking on “enable content”, the application will run as designed. 
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2 Quick Start Guide 

2.1 Main Menu 

 
 

This form is the switchboard to access all the functionality of the Interim Global Data Model 
Navigator. 

Each button allows, upon clicking to access a form or functionality. 

Closing this form closes the Interim Global Data Model Navigator tool. 

 

QUICK SEARCH 

This form allows you to quickly search for individual Attributes, Code Lists or Code Values that are 
part of the Global Data Model (GDM). 

Allowed searches are either numeric or text. Each search you do is against the following: 

- BMSId of Attribute 

- GDM Name of Attribute 

- GDSN Name of Attribute 

- GDM Definition of Attribute 

- Code List ID 

- Code List Name 

- Code Value 

- Code Name 

- Code Definition 

 

EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES 

This form allows you to search for specific attributes, based on either a GPC Brick combined with a 
Region or Region and Country, or else based on a Category (with Sub-Category) and a Region of 
Sale and/or a Country of Sale. 

Furthermore, it allows you to save/load/delete Profiles, as well as indicate for Conditional/Optional 
attributes if they are to be included in the profile or not. 
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QUICK SEARCH VRs 

This form allows you to quickly search by Rule Number or Structured Rule for Validation Rules that 
are part of the Global Data Model (GDM). 

 

GDM BY CATEGORY 

This form allows you to see the Global Data Model for a Specific Category or Sub-Category, while at 
the same time, allowing you to filter by Layer, Mandatory/Conditional status or Region. 

 

GPC BRICK MAPPING 

This form allows you to see the mapping of GPC Bricks to Global Data Model (GDM) Categories and, 
where applicable, to GDM Sub-Categories. 

 

You can search in two ways: 

- either by using the drop down boxes to select a full category or sub-category, 

- or by entering a search term for a specific  brick. 

 

GDM ATTRIBUTE USAGE COMPARISON 

This form performs a comparison between 2 GDM Models. 

If you wish to compare 2 saved profiles, please go back to the main menu and select "GDM Saved 
Profile Comparison". 

 

GDM SAVED PROFILE COMPARISON 

This form allows you to make a comparison between two profiles that you have saved. 

If you have not saved two profiles yet, the system will tell you that there are not enough profiles to 
make a comparison, close the form and return you to the Main Menu. 

 

ABOUT 

General information on what the Interim Global Data Model Navigator is. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

Disclaimer on the use of the Interim Global Data Model Navigator. 

 

VERSION INFO 

This form provides information on the versions of information used in the Interim Global Data Model 
Navigator. This is also the place where you can find any Delta Reports with regards to changes of 
the data element components. 

 

HELP 

This form provides help on how to use this form. 
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MAINTENANCE 

Special system menu where you can export error logs, profiles (when updating the database), 
import profiles after upgrading the database, hide/show the navigation pane. 
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2.2 Quick Search Attributes/Code Lists/ Code Values 

2.2.1 Main Screen 

 
This form allows you to quickly search for individual Attributes, Code Lists or Code Values that are 
part of the Global Data Model (GDM). 

 

SEARCHING 

The field in the header section allows you to enter: 

Allowed searches are either numeric or text. Each search you do is against the following: 

- BMSId of Attribute 

- GDM Name of Attribute 

- GDSN Name of Attribute 

- GDM Definition of Attribute 

- Code List ID 

- Code List Name 

- Code Value 

- Code Name 

- Code Definition 

 

You don't have to enter the full name or BMSId, any part of it is enough. 

E.g. entering "15" as search term, could return the BMSIds 156 1615 2315 1156. 

E.g. entering "packaging" as search term would return any attribute where packaging is part of the 
GDM Business Name as well as part of any GDSN Technical Name. 

There is no minimum number of characters required, but it is obvious that the more precise your 
search term is, the more precise the results will be. 

Pressing of the SEARCH button is required to retrieve the results. 
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At any point you can perform a new search. Any new search is always against the full set of 
attributes in GDM, so "refining a search" is not possible. 

 

The text in orange underneath the GDM logo shows the number of attributes, code lists and code 
values returned by your search, as well as what the search term was that you have used to get 
these results. 

 

REMOVE FILTERS 

Every search results in a filter being applied to the total number of attributes returned. 

If you want to remove the filter and scroll through the full set of attributes again, you can press on 
the button REMOVE FILTERS. 

This results in all filters being removed. 

It is not necessary to press REMOVE FILTERS before performing a new search. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Once you have performed a search, the button for Export is enabled. 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the list of Attributes, Code Lists and Code Values that 
result from your search. 

 

ATTRIBUTE/CODE LIST/CODE VALUE DETAIL 

The bottom half of the screen shows attributes, code lists and code values from the GDM, either 
filtered or unfiltered. 

Each type has its own tab. By clicking on the tab of your choice you can see the Attributes or Code 
Lists or Code Values. 

Inside the (un)filtered list, you can click on a record to see the detail, which is presented in a new 
form that opens. 

Inside the tabs, you will see for ATTRIBUTES: 
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- BMSId, a unique identifier for each attribute. 

- GDM Name, a business friendly name for the attribute. (in orange) 

- GDSN Name, the name of the attribute as used in GDSN. (in dark grey) 

- Definition of the attribute. 
 

Inside the tabs, you will see for CODE LISTS: 

 
- ID, a unique identifier for the Code List 

- Code List Name, the name of the Code List 

 

Inside the tabs, you will see for CODE VALUES: 

 
- GDSN/GDM, indicator showing whether a particular code value is only used in GDSN or whether it 
is also used in GDM. 

- Code List, the name of the code List the Code Value belongs to. 

- Code Value, the actual value used in the Code List 

- Code Name, a name assigned to the Code Value - may be identical to the Code Value 

- Code Definition, the definition of the Code Value 
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For Attributes, Code Lists and Code Values, it is possible to see the detail, by clicking on any part of 
the record. This opens a new form:  

 

- the Attribute Detail Form. This form gives you the detailed GDM and GDSN technical 
information for the attribute, as well as any associated Validation Rules and/or code Values (in 
case the data type of the attribute is code list). 

- the Code List Detail Form. This form gives you all Code Values for the code List, as well as 
any associated Attributes (having the Code List as data type). [True for clicking on either a Code 
List or a Code Value] 

- the Code Value Detail form. This form gives you all details, both GDSN and GDM, for the 
selected Code Value. 

 

MAIN MENU 

Clicking on the Main Menu button closes this form and returns you to the main menu of the GDM 
Interim Navigator. 

 

2.2.2 Attribute Detail Form 
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This form shows the detail of the GDM Attribute marked in orange at the top of the form. 

 

This form contains the following blocks of information: 

- GDM Information 

- Technical Properties 

- Category and Layer Applicability 

- Validation Rules applicable to the attribute 

- Code Values applicable to the attribute 

 

GDM INFORMATION 

The information in this block comes from the GDM ADB work. 

It contains: 

- the GDM Business friendly definition for the attribute 

- an example of what the content of that attribute can be 

- a usage statement, containingthe purpose of the attribute  

 

TECHNICAL PROPERTIES 

This block contains technical information for the attribute, sourced from the GDSN standard. 

It gives you the GDSN name of the attribute, what datatype it has, how long the attribute can be, 
whether a code list is required, whether the attribute is language/unit of measure/currency enabled, 
whether multiple languages are allowed in GDSN etc. 

 

CATEGORY /LAYER APPLICABILITY 

In this block you will find for each (Sub-) Category of the GDM: 

- whether the attribute is used in the (Sub-) Category 

- the layer where you can find the attribute 

- whether the attribute is mandatory, conditional or optional 

- if an attribute is conditional in use, there is also a column with the applicability (Key word) and the 
detail of the applicability. 
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VALIDATION RULES APPLYING TO THIS ATTRIBUTE 

This block shows all Validation rules where the attribute is either a prerequisite for or impacted by 
the Validation Rule. 

Clicking on the structured rule opens another form, showing the details of the Validation Rule. 

 

APPLICABLE CODE VALUES 

This block shows the code values that apply to this attribute. It also contains a column indicating 
whether the code value is only used in GDSN (“GDSN”) or whether there is also reported use in 
GDM for the code value (“GDM”) 

If no code values are shown, it means that the datatype of this attribute does not require a code 
list. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the detailed information of the selected Attribute. 

 

CLOSE & RETURN 

By clicking on CLOSE & RETURN, this form closes and you are returned to the previous screen. 

 

2.2.3 Code List Detail Form 

 
This form shows you the detail of the code list related to the Code List or Code Value you clicked on 
the form "QUICK SEARCH CODE LISTS / VALUES". 

In the title part you see the name of the selected Code List, as well as its unique identifier. (In 
orange) 

The detail part of the form contains two tabs. 

You can switch between the tabs by clicking on the name of the tabs ("CODE VALUES" and 
"ATTRIBUTES USING CODE LIST"). 
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CODE VALUES 

This tab shows the GDSN/GDM, Code Values, Code Names and Definitions in four columns. 

The list is scrollable. 

Clicking on any part of a record opens up a new form with the detail of the Code Value, including the 
common geographical use in GDM. 

 

ATTRIBUTES USING CODE LIST 

 
This tab shows the GDM Attributes that have this code list as a datatype. 

Check boxes indicate what category these attributes belong to. 

Clicking on the GDM Attribute Name or GDSN Name takes you to the detail page for the attribute in 
question. (See above) 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the detailed information of the selected Code List. 

 

CLOSE & RETURN 

By clicking on CLOSE & RETURN, this form closes and you are returned to the previous screen. 
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2.2.4 Validation Rule Detail Form 

 
This form provides the details of the validation rule marked in orange at the top of the screen. 

The information is sourced from GDSN. 

The detail consists of: 

- Structured Rule 

- Error Message 

- GDSN Target Market Scope 

- Example of Data that Passes 

- Example of Data that Fails 

- Attributes related to this Validation Rule 

 

The structured rule is the validation rule itself. 

The error message is the GDSN error message, and where it exists, we also provide the Global Data 
Model business friendly error message. 

The GDSN Target Market Scope shows in which target market this rule is being enforced. 

This could be e.g. Global, Global excluding a number of countries, a number of countries or a single 
country.  

Where GDSN uses Target Market, this translates to the GDM concept of "Country Of Sale". 

If available in GDSN, we also show examples of data that passes/fails when this rule is applied. 

The last part, attributes related to this Validation Rule shows all GDM attributes that are either a 
prerequisite for this rule or are impacted by it. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the detailed information of the selected Validation Rule. 
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CLOSE 

Clicking on the button CLOSE, closes this screen and returns you to the previous screen. 
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2.3 Explore Attributes 

 
This form allows you to search for specific attributes, based on either a GPC Brick combined with a 
Region or Region and Country, or else based on a Category (with Sub-Category) and a Region of 
Sale and/or a Country of Sale. 

Furthermore, it allows you to save/load/delete Profiles, as well as indicate for Conditional/Optional 
attributes if they are to be included in the profile or not. 

 

2.3.1 Main Screen 

SEARCH BY GPC BRICK 

By clicking on the button "GPC BRICK TO FIND (SUB-) CATEGORY" a new window is opened where 
you can select a GPC Brick. 

This is particularly useful if you know what product you want to see the attributes for. 

The selection of the GPC Brick made, automatically pre-populated the GDM Category and sub-
Category (if applicable) for you. 

 
Next you need to select the Region of Sale from the drop-down list. After you have selected the 
Region of Sale the Country of Sale dropdown is enabled, and, if you wish, you can pick a country of 
Sale in the Region you already selected. 

Once enough parameters have been selected, the button "SHOW ATTRIBUTES" is enabled, and you 
can use it to see the attributes that correspond to your selection. (See below: SHOW ATTRIBUTES) 

 

SEARCH BY (SUB-) CATEGORY 

The alternative way to search for attributes is through selecting parameters. 

These parameters are Category and Region. Some Categories have Sub-Categories, and the 
dropdown with the corresponding sub-categories is enabled once you have chosen a Category. 

For the regions, the same thing applies, once a region has been chosen, the Country field is enabled 
and populated with the corresponding countries. 

Once enough parameters have been selected, the button "SHOW ATTRIBUTES" is enabled, and you 
can use it to see the attributes that correspond to your selection. (See below: SHOW ATTRIBUTES) 

 

SHOW ATTRIBUTES 

Once enough parameters are available, this button becomes enabled. 

By clicking on it, the system retrieves the Mandatory, Conditional and Optional attributes that apply 
to your selection. 
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By default the system shows the Conditional Optional attributes. 

A button SUMMARY becomes available, and when you click on it, the system shows you a condensed 
view of the Conditional & Optional Attributes (without the condition). 

 
The button SUMMARY has changed in to LIST VIEW. 

When clicking on LIST VIEW, you are returned to the default view of the Conditional Optional 
Attributes. 

You can view the Mandatory attributes by clicking on the button "SEE MANDATORY ATTRIBUTES". 

 

CONDITIONAL & OPTIONAL ATTRIBUTES 

 
The list of Conditional & Optional Attributes allows you to indicate in the checkbox "INCLUDE?" 
whether you want to populate the Conditional/ Optional attribute. 

The information per attribute you find are: 

- BMSId 

- GDM Business Friendly Name 

- GDSN Name 
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- Definition of the attribute 

- Usage (Conditional/Optional) of the attribute 

- Keyword for why the attribute is conditional 

- Full reason for when attribute must be populated. 

 

Clicking on an attribute opens up a screen with the full detail of the attribute you have selected. 

Once you have gone through the full list and have identified all attributes you want to include in the 
profile, you can click on the button SAVE PROFILE in the grey area at the top right of the screen. 
This allows you to save your profile with all attributes you selected. 

 

MANDATORY ATTRIBUTES 

 
When clicking on the button SEE MANDATORY ATTRIBUTES, you get the list of all attributes that are 
mandatory to be populated for the parameters you chose. 

These attributes cannot be excluded (like the Conditional/Optional ones), because they MUST be 
populated. 

You can click on an attribute and a new screen opens which gives you the full detail of the attribute 
you clicked on. 

 

EXPORT PROFILE TO EXCEL 

By clicking on this button, you can export the attribute profile for the parameters you selected to 
Excel. 

The system will ask you for a location of where to store the export, and then performs the export to 
Excel files. 

All in all 4 files are created: 

 

- A workbook containing the parameters of the profile 

- A workbook containing the Attributes in the profile 

- A workbook with the Code Lists and Code Values for the Attributes in the Profile 

- A workbook with the Validation Rules for the attributes in the profile. 
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PROFILES 

The Interim GDM Navigator can save, load and delete profiles that you have created. 

So specific profiles you create for products can be reused later on, and if you wish to . 

You can also compare 2 saved profiles, by using the button GDM SAVED PROFILE COMPARISON on 
the Main Menu. 

 

SAVE PROFILE 

 
Clicking on the button SAVE PROFILE is possible only once you have clicked on the button SHOW 
ATTRIBUTES, and it is best only to save it once you have completed the inclusion/exclusion of 
Conditional/Optional attributes (See: SHOW ATTRIBUTES above). 

Clicking on this button opens a popup window where you can enter the name of your profile. The 
max length for the profile name is 255 characters. 

Clicking on the save button saves the profile with all its attributes and parameters and the name 
you have chosen. 

A message tells you whether the save was successful. 

If you chose to save the profile with a profile name which already exists in the list of your save 
profiles, the system asks you whether you are sure to overwrite the existing profile. 

Clicking on OK overwrites the profile, clicking on CANCEL aborts the save. 

If you do not wish to save your profile, you can click on the cANCEL button instead of the SAVE 
button, you are then returned to the main screen. 

 

LOAD PROFILE 

By clicking on this button, you load one of your saved profiles, together with its name, the 
parameters and all attributes. 

This allows for changing the profile by including or excluding additional conditional/optional 
attributes. 

(See: LOAD GDM PROFILE screen) 

 

RESET FORM 

By clicking on this button, you rest the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window completely: it empties all 
parameter fields, any reference to Mandatory or Conditional & Optional attributes is hidden, a 
number of buttons are disabled, and where applicable, the name of a profile and/or reference to a 
GPC Brick and GPC Brick description is removed. 

You can then start all over by either loading an existing profile or by entering parameters to create a 
new profile. 
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MAIN MENU 

By clicking on the MAIN MENU button, the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window is closed without saving 
and you are returned to the main menu window. If you wish to save your work, you need to do so, 
before clicking on the MAIN MENU button. 

 

2.3.2 Attribute Detail Form 

 

 
This form shows the detail of the GDM Attribute marked in orange at the top of the form. 

 

This form contains the following blocks of information: 

- GDM Information 

- Technical Properties 

- Category and Layer Applicability 
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- Validation Rules applicable to the attribute 

- Code Values applicable to the attribute 

 

GDM INFORMATION 

The information in this block comes from the GDM ADB work. 

It contains: 

- the GDM Business friendly definition for the attribute 

- an example of what the content of that attribute can be 

- a usage statement, containingthe purpose of the attribute  

 

TECHNICAL PROPERTIES 

This block contains technical information for the attribute, sourced from the GDSN standard. 

It gives you the GDSN name of the attribute, what datatype it has, how long the attribute can be, 
whether a code list is required, whether the attribute is language/unit of measure/currency enabled, 
whether multiple languages are allowed in GDSN etc. 

 

CATEGORY /LAYER APPLICABILITY 

In this block you will find for each (Sub-) Category of the GDM: 

- whether the attribute is used in the (Sub-) Category 

- the layer where you can find the attribute 

- whether the attribute is mandatory, conditional or optional 

- if an attribute is conditional in use, there is also a column with the applicability (Key word) and the 
detail of the applicability. 

 

VALIDATION RULES APPLYING TO THIS ATTRIBUTE 

This block shows all Validation rules where the attribute is either a prerequisite for or impacted by 
the Validation Rule. 

Clicking on the structured rule opens another form, showing the details of the Validation Rule. 

 

APPLICABLE CODE VALUES 

This block shows the code values that apply to this attribute. 

If no code values are shown, it means that the datatype of this attribute does not require a code 
list. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the detailed information of the selected Attribute. 

 

CLOSE & RETURN 

By clicking on CLOSE & RETURN, this form closes and you are returned to the previous screen. 
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2.3.3 Load GDM Profile 

 
This screen allows you to search and select an already saved profile, for use in the EXPLORE 
ATTRIBUTES window. 

There are 2 parts in the screen: 

- a search box in the top part 

- a scrollable list of your profiles in the bottom half. 

 

LIST OF PROFILES 

You can scroll through the list of save profiles and then by clicking on the profile you want, you can 
load it in the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window. 

Selecting a profile overwrites whatever data was in the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window, so if you 
have not saved the profile you are working on, you may want to click on the CANCEL button at the 
top of this screen and save the profile first. 

The selection of the profile prefills all parameters for your profile in the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES 
screen, and also shows you the selection of conditional and optional attributes you had made. 

You can edit your choices and then save the profile again, should you wish to do so. 

The selection of a profile also shows the name of the profile in orange underneath the GDM logo, 
and if a GPC Brick is associated with your profile, the Brick number and description appear in grey 
above the parameter section on the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES screen. 

 

SEARCH PROFILE 

By entering at least 3 characters in the search box at the top of the LOAD PROFILE screen, you can 
search for your saved profiles. 

Two types of searches are possible: when you enter at least three figures in the search box, the 
system will search by GPC Brick associated to your profiles.  

It will also search if there are profile names containing these figures. 

If this is the case, the list of your profiles is filtered on both GPC Bricks and Profile Names containing 
your search string. 

If you enter only text, the system will only filter on Profile Names containing your search string. 



Interim Global Data Model Navigator Quick Start Guide 

Release 1.0, Final, Sep 2020 © 2020 GS1 AISBL  Page 27 of 47 

The search string can be any part of the Profile Name or GPC Brick, so entering "215" as search 
term, would result e.g. in Profiles having bricks "10000215","12150001" or "21556321", but also 
"My Product 215 Grocery Chocolate". 

 

Please note that the more precise you want your search to be, the more characters of the desired 
result you need to include. 

Once you have filtered the profiles to your liking, you can click on one to load it in the EXPLORE 
ATTRIBUTES window. (See above for more details) 

 

REMOVE FILTER 

If your search term did not result in the desired results, you can click on the REMOVE FILTER button 
at the top of your screen (next to SEARCH). 

Clicking this button removes any filter that is applied to the list of profiles. 

Please note that this button is only enabled when a filter is applied to the list of Profiles. 

 

2.3.4 Delete GDM Profile 

 
This screen allows you to search and select an already saved profile, for DELETING it. 

There are 2 parts in the screen: 

- a search box in the top part 

- a scrollable list of your profiles in the bottom half. 

 

LIST OF PROFILES 

You can scroll through the list of save profiles and then by clicking on the profile you want, you 
delete it. 

The system pops up a message asking whether you are sure to delete the selected profile and 
presents you with 2 buttons as choice. 

Either you press YES and the profile is deleted and cannot be retrieved anymore, or you press NO, 
and then you are returned to the DELETE GDM PROFILE window. 



Interim Global Data Model Navigator Quick Start Guide 

Release 1.0, Final, Sep 2020 © 2020 GS1 AISBL  Page 28 of 47 

 

SEARCH PROFILE 

By entering at least 3 characters in the search box at the top of the LOAD PROFILE screen, you can 
search for your saved profiles. 

Two types of searches are possible: when you enter at least three figures in the search box, the 
system will search by GPC Brick associated to your profiles.  

It will also search if there are profile names containing these figures. 

If this is the case, the list of your profiles is filtered on both GPC Bricks and Profile Names containing 
your search string. 

If you enter only text, the system will only filter on Profile Names containing your search string. 

The search string can be any part of the Profile Name or GPC Brick, so entering "215" as search 
term, would result e.g. in Profiles having bricks "10000215","12150001" or "21556321", but also 
"My Product 215 Grocery Chocolate". 

Please note that the more precise you want your search to be, the more characters of the desired 
result you need to include. 

Once you have filtered the profiles to your liking, you can click on one to DELETE it. (See above for 
more details) 

 

REMOVE FILTER 

If your search term did not result in the desired results, you can click on the REMOVE FILTER button 
at the top of your screen (next to SEARCH). 

Clicking this button removes any filter that is applied to the list of profiles. 

Please note that this button is only enabled when a filter is applied to the list of Profiles. 
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2.3.5 GPC Brick Search 

 
This window helps you to choose the GPC Brick that both corresponds to your product and to the 
GDM (Sub-) Category of your product. 

The top part of the screen contains buttons and the search box, the bottom part of the screen 
contains the list of GPC Bricks assigned to GDM Categories and Sub-Categories, or your search 
term. 

Please note this screen does not display ALL GPC Bricks, only the ones that have been assigned to 
GDM Categories and Sub-Categories. 

 

SEARCH 

By entering at least 3 characters/figures in the search field, and then clicking on SEARCH, you can 
filter the GPC Bricks to find the correct GPC Brick that matches your product. 

If you enter only text, the system will only filter on GPC Brick descriptions containing your search 
string. 

The search string can be any part of the GPC Brick Description or GPC Brick, so entering "215" as 
search term, would result e.g. in Profiles having bricks "10000215","12150001" or "21556321". 

Once you have performed a search and have filtered the GPC Bricks, the top of the screen will show 
how many Bricks correspond to your search, and also what your search was. 

Please note that the more precise you want your search to be, the more characters of the desired 
result you need to include. 

Once you have filtered the profiles to your liking, you can click on one to prepopulate the Category 
and - if applicable - Sub-Category in the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window. 
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In the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window, we also show the GPC Brick number and GDP Brick 
Description above the parameter fields in grey. 

Please note that selecting a GPC Brick removes any parameters you had already set on the 
EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES screen. 

 

RESET SEARCH 

If you would like to see the unfiltered list of GPC Bricks assigned to GDM Categories and Sub-
Categories, click on this button. 

Please note this button is disabled as long as you have not performed a search. 

 

RETURN 

By clicking on this button, you return to the EXPLORE ATTRIBUTES window without selecting a GPC 
Brick. 
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2.4 Quick Search Validation Rules 

2.4.1 Main Screen 

 
This form allows you to quickly search for Validation Rules that are part of the Global Data Model 
(GDM). 

 

 

SEARCHING 

The field in the header section allows you to enter the Validation Rule Number of the rule you are 
looking for. 

You don't have to enter the full VR Number, any part of it is enough. 

E.g. entering "15" as search term, could return the Validation Rules with Id 156 1615 2315 1156. 

There is no minimum number of characters required, but it is obvious that the more precise your 
search term is, the more precise the results will be. 

Clicking the SEARCH button is required to retrieve the results. 

At any point you can perform a new search. Any new search is always against the full set of 
Validation Rules in GDM, so "refining a search" is not possible. 

The text in orange underneath the GDM logo shows the number of Validation Rules returned by your 
search, as well as what the search term was that you have used to get these results. 

 

REMOVE FILTERS 

Every search results in a filter being applied to the total number of Validation Rules returned. 
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If you want to remove the filter and scroll through the full set of Validation Rules again, you can 
press on the button REMOVE FILTERS. 

This results in all filters being removed. 

It is not necessary to press REMOVE FILTERS before performing a new search. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

This button is only enabled after you have performed a search. 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the list of Validation Rules that match your search criteria. 

 

VALIDATION RULE DETAIL 

The bottom half of the screen shows Validation Rules from the GDM, either filtered or unfiltered. 

In orange you see the Rule Number of the Validation Rule.  

Next to it, you see the full Validation Rule itself. 

Clicking on any part of the record opens a new form: the Validation Rule Detail Form. 

This form gives you the detailed GDM and GDSN technical information for the Validation Rule, as 
well as a list of all GDM Attributes together with their BMSId related to this Validation Rule. 

 

MAIN MENU 

Clicking on the Main Menu button closes this form and returns you to the main menu of the GDM 
Interim Navigator. 
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2.4.2 Details Of Validation Rule 

 
This form provides the details of the validation rule marked in orange at the top of the screen. 

The information is sourced from GDSN. 

The detail consists of: 

- Structured Rule 

- Error Message 

- GDSN Target Market Scope 

- Example of Data that Passes 

- Example of Data that Fails 

- Attributes related to this Validation Rule 

 

The structured rule is the validation rule itself. 

The error message is the GDSN error message, and where it exists, we also provide the Global Data 
Model business friendly error message. 

The GDSN Target Market Scope shows in which target market this rule is being enforced. 

This could be e.g. Global, Global excluding a number of countries, a number of countries or a single 
country.  

Where GDSN uses Target Market, this translates to the GDM concept of "Country Of Sale". 

If available in GDSN, we also show examples of data that passes/fails when this rule is applied. 

The last part, attributes related to this Validation Rule shows all GDM attributes that are either a 
prerequisite for this rule or are impacted by it. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 
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DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the details of the selected Validation Rule. 

 

CLOSE 

Clicking on the button CLOSE, closes this screen and returns you to the previous screen. 
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2.5 GDM by Category 

 
This form allows you to see the Global Data Model for a Specific Category or Sub-Category, while at 
the same time, allowing you to filter by Layer, Mandatory/Conditional status or Region. 

 

CATEGORY 

Upon load of the form, you have a dropdown box where you can choose the GDM Model for a 
specific GDM category. 

Once you have made your choice, the SHOW MODEL button becomes enabled and you can click on 
it to see the GDM Model for your choice of Category. 

If the Category you chose has sub-categories assigned to it, the Sub-Category dropdown is enabled. 

 

SUB-CATEGORY 

If you want to, you can choose a sub-category for Food or Near-Food to see that specific model. 

You can click on the SHOW MODEL button to show the model. 

 

SHOW MODEL 

When you click on the SHOW MODEL button, the system shows you the GDM Model for your choice 
of Category or Sub-Category. 

 
The fields displayed are: 

- BMS Id 

- Business friendly name of the attribute 

- Business friendly definition of the attribute 

- The layer of the Category chosen 

- The Mandatory/Conditional/Optional status of the attribute 
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- If the attribute is Conditional, a reason keyword for when the attribute becomes mandatory 

- If the attribute is Conditional, the full explanation as to when the attribute becomes mandatory. 

- Whether the attribute applies to the North America region or not 

- Whether the attribute applies to the Australia/New Zealand region or not 

- Whether the attribute applies to the Europe region or not 

 
Above the displayed attributes are toggle buttons. 

These toggle buttons are all set to True (Include in model) at the start. 

When you click on a toggle button, and the button state is not pressed in, the condition stated by 
the button is EXCLUDED from the result set. 

E.g. if the OPTIONAL button is not sunk, it means the optional attributes have been excluded from 
the result set. 

Special case: when you toggle the GLOBAL CORE button to ON, all other buttons become OFF and 
the attributes are filtered to only show the GLOBAL CORE attributes. 

Toggling the GLOBAL CORE button to OFF, makes all other buttons go back to the ON state, and you 
see the full model for your choice. 

 

LOCAL LAYER 

All attributes in the local layer for a particular model are at this point NOT assigned to a 
Region, NOT assigned to Sub-Categories, ARE assigned to Categories. 

The attributes that are currently local in the GDM date back to the initial input into the 
models. 

As the GDM progresses, we will have a better view as to which attributes are really used 
in countries, and the results for local attributes will become more reliable. You mileage 
may currently vary. 

 

EXPORT TO EXCEL 

Clicking on this button exports the currently selected model, inclusive of any filters that you may 
have applied. 

The system asks you for a location to save the Excel file (not the name for the file) and then writes 
the Excel to your chosen location. 

Upon success, the system will tell you so. 

 

MAIN MENU 

When clicking on the MAIN MENU button, this form closes and you are returned to the main menu. 
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2.6 GPC Brick Mapping to GDM (Sub-) Categories 

 

2.6.1 Main Screen 

This form allows you to see the mapping of GPC Bricks to Global Data Model (GDM) Categories and, 
where applicable, to GDM Sub-Categories. 

You can search in two ways: 

- either by using the drop down boxes to select a full category or sub-category, 

- or by entering a search term for a specific  brick. 

 

SEARCHING BY (SUB-) CATEGORY 

When opening this form, by default, the box for "All GDM Categories & Sub-Categories" is checked. 

This means that the list of all GPC Bricks assigned to GDM Categories and Sub-Categories is shown. 

By unchecking this checkbox, the Category dropdown is enabled. You can choose any of the 
categories in the list. If the category contains sub-categories e.g. Food and Near food, the dropdown 
for Sub-Category is enabled.  

You can either choose a sub-category, to return only the GPC Bricks assigned to the sub-category, 
or you can leave the sub-category blank to stay at the Category level. 

If a category does not have sub-categories, the dropdown is disabled. (Eg. For Pet food, Alcoholic 
Beverages, Tobbaco) 

Clicking on the SET FILTER button applies the filter.  

The system returns the GPC Bricks that apply to your search criteria. At the top left, in orange, you 
see the number of bricks that are in the filtered set, as well as what filter was applied. 
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SEARCHING BY GPC BRICK NUMBER OR BRICK DESCRIPTION 

In the text box next to the SEARCH button, you can enter a search term. 

This search term can be: 

- a GPC Brick number or part of it 

- a GPC Brick description or part of it 

 

You don't have to enter the full GPC Brick Number or GPC Brick Description, any part of it is enough. 

E.g. entering "15" as search term, could return the GPC Brick with ID 10000156, 10151001, 
15001234. 

E.g. entering "Yogurt" as search term, returns all GPC Bricks having "yogurt" in the Brick 
Description. 

There is no minimum number of characters required, but it is obvious that the more precise your 
search term is, the more precise the results will be. 

Clicking the SEARCH button is required to retrieve the results. 

Any additional search you perform is against the current set of records. ("Refining Search") 

The text in orange underneath the GDM logo shows the number of Bricks returned by your search, 
as well as what the search term(s) was (were)  that you have used to get these results. 

If the system returns 0 Bricks for your search, you need to reset the form to ge back to the initial 
set of GPC Bricks. (See: RESET FORM) 

 

GPC Brick Details 

The bottom half of the screen shows the GPC Brick Numbers, the GPC Brick Description and the 
GDM (Sub-) Category assigned to the bricks. 

Clicking on any part of the record opens a new form: the details for the clicked GPC Brick Number. 

 
 

RESET FORM 

Every search results in a filter being applied to the total number of GPC Bricks returned. 

If you want to remove the filter and scroll through the full set of GPC Bricks again, you can press on 
the button RESET FORM. 

This results in all filters being removed. 
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It is not necessary to press RESET FORM before refining a previous search. 

 

MAIN MENU 

Clicking on the Main Menu button closes this form and returns you to the main menu of the GDM 
Interim Navigator. 

 

EXPORT 2 EXCEL 

Clicking on the button EXPORT 2 EXCEL performs an export of the currently selected GPC Bricks to 
an excel file. 

The system asks you for a file location, not a file name. 

After a message of the system that the export was successful, you can use your Windows Explorer 
to navigate to the exported Excel file. 
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2.7 GDM Attribute Usage Comparison 

 
This form performs a comparison between 2 GDM Models. 

If you wish to compare 2 saved profiles, please go back to the main menu and select "GDM Saved 
Profile Comparison". 

 

In order to be able to compare 2 models, you need to set the parameters for both models: 

       - Category 

       - Sub-Category 

       - Region 

       - Country 

 

Category:  One of the official categories of the Global Data Model (GDM), e.g. Food, Near Food, Pet 
Food, … 

Sub-Category: Some GDM categories have sub-categories (Food & Near Food), the others do not 
have them. 

Region:  The 3 regions currently defined in GDM  are North America, Australia/New Zealand and 
Europe. 

Country: The countries belonging to a GDM Region. This list of countries is not the official 
geographical list. 

 

It is important to understand that not all combinations of parameters get meaningful results when 
comparing. 

What we currently have data in the models for Category with Sub-Category, Category with Region 
or Category with Country. 

We do not have any models for individual countries,yet. 

Please note that you need to fill out parameters for Model 1 and Model 2. 

Once you have filled out enough parameters for both Model 1 and Model 2, the Compare button is 
enabled. 

If you want to clear all parameter fields, click on RESET PARAMETERS. Please note that this also 
removes the comparison table if it was visible. 
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COMPARE 

 
Clicking on the COMPARE button results in a list of attributes that only exist in 1 of the 2 models you 
selected. 

This may be a long list, or in certain cases, the models may be identical, so no records are shown. 

The records in the result list all have the following information: 

- BMSId 

- GDM Business Name 

- And then a check box for each of the two models. If a checkbox is checked, it means that the 
corresponding model has the attribute. If the checkbox is unchecked, it means that the attribute 
does not belong to the model. 

 

EXPORT COMPARISON 

By clicking on the EXPORT COMPARISON button, you export the result table to Excel. 

The system asks you the location where you would like to save the Excel file and then does that. 

After a message of successful completion, you can use your Windows Explorer to navigate to the 
exported Excel, and open it with Excel. 

 

MAIN MENU 

By clicking on the MAIN MENU button, the current screen is closed, and you are returned to the 
Main Menu of the Interim GDM Navigator. 
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2.8 GDM Saved Profile Comparison 

 
This form allows you to make a comparison between two profiles that you have saved. 

If you have not saved two profiles yet, the system will tell you that there are not enough profiles to 
make a comparison, close the form and return you to the Main Menu. 

 

SELECT PROFILE 1 & 2 

The top part of the form consists of two drop down lists, containing the list of profiles that you have 
already saved. 

You have to select two profiles to compare, and then the COMPARE button is enabled. 

After selecting a profile from the dropdown list, the parameter information for the profile selected is 
added to the corresponding box in the bottom half of the screen to the right. 

 

COMPARE 

Once you have selected two profiles, you can click on the COMPARE button. 

This results in a list being shown in the bottom half of the screen, of all attributes that are selected 
for only 1 of the 2 profiles.  

Please note that this list of attributes is created from a set of all attributes applying to the profiles: 
Mandatory, Conditional and Optional. 

If both profiles use the exact same attributes, the system send a message saying the 2 profiles are 
identical and that there is nothing to display. 

If they are different, you see the list of attributes that are true for either Profile 1 or Profile 2. 

A checked checkbox under a profile means it is used in that profile. 

An unchecked checkbox under a profile means that the profile is not using it. 
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Also, as a result of a comparison being available, the button EXPORT COMPARISON is enabled, 
unless there are no different attributes resulting from the comparison. 

 

RESET PARAMETERS 

If you would like to use other profiles you can click on RESET PARAMETERS to reset the whole of the 
GDM SAVED PROFILE COMPARISON form. 

 

EXPORT COMPARISON 

Once a comparison has been made between 2 profiles and there are attributes different between 
Profile 1 and Profile 2, the button EXPORT COMPARISON is enabled. 

Clicking the button exports the differences between the two profiles to an Excel file. 

The system asks you where to save the file (not the file name) and then proceeds with the export. 

Once the export has been completed, the system lets you know the file has been exported. 

 

MAIN MENU 

Clicking on the MAIN MENU button closes this window and returns you to the Main Menu. 
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2.9  Versions 

 
This form shows you the sources of the different components on the Interim Navigator. 

Clicking on the hyperlinks allows you to download from the original source. 

With every update to the data used in the Interim Navigator, this screen is updated. 

Please note that there are Delta Reports available for ADB, GDM and GDSN to show the changes 
compared to their previous release and how they impact GDM.  

Two types of reports are available: Summary and Detail. 

 

EXPORT TO PDF 

Clicking this button will open a window asking you for the name of the export file, as well as the 
location where you want to save the file. 

DO NOT ADD AN EXTENSION TO THE FILENAME. The system will do that for you. 

Your file is saved as a PDF, and contains the details of the data sources and their version/release 
info. 
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2.10 Maintenance Menu 

 
This menu gives access to special maintenance functions. 

Please do not use unless instructed to do so. 

2.10.1 ERROR LOG 

Clicking this button opens a form showing the current error log. 

 
This form captures all errors logged by the Interim Navigator. It is meant for the developer to 
retrieve the information required to fix any bugs. 

 

The fields in this form are: 

- Log ID 

- Date 

- Error # 

- Description 

- Form 

- Procedure 

- Line 

- Parameters 

 

 

LOG ID 

Numeric Identification of the record containing the error. 

 

DATE 

The date and time on which the error was logged. 
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ERROR # 

Numeric representation of the system error that occurred. 

 

DESCRIPTION 

A system description of the error that occurred. 

 

FORM 

The form/screen in which the error occurred. 

 

PROCEDURE 

The name of the procedure or function where the error occurred. 

 

LINE 

The number of the line of code where the error occurred. 

 

PARAMETERS 

If available, the parameters related to the error. 

 

EXPORT ERROR LOG 

Clicking on the Export Error Log button exports the current error log to an Excel file. 

You may be asked by the developer to export the log of errors so he can fix the errors. 

Please send the exported excel file to mark.vaneeghem@gs1.org. 

2.10.2 EXPORT PROFILES 

This button exports all currently saved profiles to an Excel file. 

This functionality is only required if a new version of the database is made available. 

When upgrading, you will be requested to export your profiles from this version of the database and 
then import it into the new version of the database. 

 

2.10.3 IMPORT PROFILES 

This button is disabled by design, and is only required in a new version of the db for importing the 
saved profiles you exported into the new database. 
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2.10.4 UNHIDE NAVIGATION PANE 

 
The standard Access Navigation Pane allows you to access all Access Objects. 

Please only use if you have inadvertently closed all windows. 

In that case, look in the navigation pane for the section “MACROS” and double click on “AutoExec” 
to relaunch the main menu. 

 

2.10.5 HIDE NAVIGATION PANE 

Hides the standard Access Object list. This is done by default when launching the database. 

 

2.10.6 MAIN MENU 

Clicking this button closes the MAINTENANCE MENU and opens the MAIN MENU. 

 


