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Zhejiang AMR, GS1 & GS1 China
Global Migration to 2D Project Joint Announcement
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With the ambition to advance retail barcode systems to unlock new business and consumer
opportunities, drive digital transformation and promote economic globalisation, GS1 has
launched the Global Migration to 2D (GM2D), an international project to lead industry sectors
around the world to transition the retail landscape from 1D barcodes to 2D barcodes.
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1D barcodes continue to support the complexity of modern global business, simplifying
numerous supply chain processes where data flows quickly, efficiently, and securely in almost
every sector around the world. However, as consumers and regulators demand more and better
product information, it is time to bring barcodes to the next level.
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GS1 China is responding to this challenge. The quick and effective response aims to build a
leading position in compliance with the international standards and promote the innovative
development of digital economy.
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GS1, GS1 China and the Zhejiang Provincial Administration for Market Regulation (abbreviated
as Zhejiang AMR) will work together to set up the GM2D Project in Zhejiang Province. This
project will play an important role in digital innovation, and push forward Zhejiang Province to
become GM2D demonstration area.
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Zhejiang AMR is an agency under the leadership of the Zhejiang Provincial Government,
responsible for the comprehensive coordination of food safety supervision and management in
the province. Zhejiang food safety traceability closed-loop management system (the “Zhejiang
Food Traceability Chain” ) was launched successfully online by Zhejiang AMR in 2021.
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“Zhejiang Food Traceability Chain” integrates the GS1 coding rules and innovatively proposes
digitalization standards such as food source management, product in circulation, social
co-governance, government supervision and trade settlement, overturning the traditional
model for governance in food safety supervision and speeding up the modernization process of
food safety governance system and capabilities. So far, Zhejiang Food Traceability Chain has
187,000 registered users and 61,000 active daily users. Moreover, the application of Zhejiang
Food Traceability Chain has covered a large geographical area of 90 counties (including cities
and districts) in Zhejiang Province, with complete coverage in all food production enterprises,
agricultural wholesale markets, large commercial supermarkets and traceable supply chains of
imported fruits, pork, etc. The coding rules, standards and technical solutions used in "Zhejiang
Food Traceability Chain" are highly consistent with GS1 Standard for GM2D. GS1 hopes that
Zhejiang Province takes the lead in the construction of one important GM2D demonstration
areas around the world. The GM2D Project in Zhejiang Province will be divided into 3 phases:
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In phase 1 (scheduled for the end of 2022), more than 7,000 food production companies in
Zhejiang will register in the “Zhejiang Food Traceability Chain” system. For half of the food
product enterprises, 50% of their products will have a 2D barcode printed on the package,
together with the existing 1D barcode. System upgrades will take place in more than 200 stores
of the largest merchandise retail chain in Zhejiang Province to realize POS checkout from 2D
barcodes.
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For phase 2 (end of 2023), all products of 80% of all food companies in Zhejiang Province are set
to have 2D barcodes printed on the package, with 1D and 2D still co-existing during this
transition period.
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For phase 3 (end of 2025), large supermarkets in Zhejiang Province will finish improving the
software and hardware of their POS systems to adopt 2D barcode reading; furthermore, the
application of 2D for FMCG industries will be gradually promoted beyond food products.
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GS1, a neutral, not-for-profit organisation with 116 Member Organisations around the world, is
responsible for the design and implementation of the most widely used global standards and
solutions to improve efficiency and visibility in the supply and demand chains across sectors.
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GS1 launched GM2D at the end of 2020 and over 20 countries and districts including China, US,
Australia and Brazil have participated in this project until now. GS1 fully supports GS1 China,
Zhejiang AMR and their ground-breaking work in the GM2D Project in the province of Zhejiang,
which implements international standards and facilitates international exchange activities.. An
evaluation will be timely performed to promote the “Zhejiang Food Traceability Chain”
project as a successful case to be shared around the world in the future.
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GS1 China is in charge of organising, coordinating and administrating article numbering and
AIDC (Automatic Identification and Data Capture) work throughout China, dedicated to
promoting the GS1 System of standards, the globally-adopted, open and cross-industry
standard for supply chain management. GS1 China also provides public service platforms and
standardised solutions to the society.
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In 2021 GS1 China started to promote GM2D in China and 20 major key branches, including the
Zhejiang Branch of GS1 China (Zhejiang Institute of Standardisation) have joined the project.
Based on the significant size of the consumer market in Zhejiang Province and the extensive
adoption of the Zhejiang Food Traceability Chain system, GS1 China, Zhejiang AMR and the
Zhejiang Branch of GS1 China will set up a specialized working group to support relevant parties
and mutually facilitate the GM2D Project in Zhejiang Province.
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We look forward to the active participation of all relevant parties in GM2D!
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For more details of GM2D in China, please contact: zhijk@ancc.org.cn, dingk@zis.org.cn
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